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Konga, Tergat 
do Kenya proud 



With James Katuiulu 


Little known Kenya prisons of- 
ficer Pauline Konga is a First -in 
more than one way; she is the 
first Kenyon woman athlete to 
win a medal in the Olympics 
sincc.lhe country ventured into 
the games in Mexico in 1968. 
Konga is also the first person to 
win a medal for the Kenyan team 
in the 26th Olympiad. 

She clinched the silver medal 
in the women’s 5,000 metres on 
Sund ay night , thu ^placing Kenya 
in the medal's List in Atlanta. 
Meanwhile , Pan 1 T ergot on Tues- 
day be canto the second Kenyan 
to win a medal - also a silver in 

10.000 metres behind Ethiopian 
Haile Gebrcsclnssic. 

Having been included in the 
Kenyan learn as an after-thought, 
Konga proved her critics wrong 
when, against all odds, she ran 
die race in 15 minutes and 04 
seconds. 

Not much thought had been 
given to Konga, especially as far 
as wi lining a medal was con- 
cerned, as she only qualified to 
join the teuiii to by virtue of 
winning in the local trials. Kongo 
has, somehow, made up for 
Kenya's poor 'performance in 
other events in which seasoned 
sportsmen and women were 
eliminated. 

Compatriots Joyce 
Chcpchumba and Salin aCh irch ir 
were disqualified from the mara- 
thon while-Kenyu'sonly hope in 
the event, Ahgplinc Kanana, 
managed a poor 15th position. 

For the men, Samson Kiliir 
was eliminated in the semi-fi- 
nals of the 400 metres while 
Philip Bltok and David Kiptoo 
won place in the heats of their 
respective races. Fred Onyancha 
qualified for the second round of 
the 800mcires, whose finals had 
not taken place by pressfime. 

Kongo's victory is a cuhni- 
nationofone yenrof serious plan- 
ning and training with husbrmd, 
Paul Bitok, one of the men's 

5.000 metres gold hopefuls. 

She .asserted herself right 
from the start by weighing the 
opposition In the first five laps 
before breaking off lo the front 
and* leading in the next 3,000 
metres. . 

World 10,000 metres record 
holder, Wang Junxia of Chinn 
who trailed her for l he belter pint 
of the race, however, broke off 
mid raced to victory. 

Kongo cried foul ni the end of 
■ the event after being spiked sev- 
erally by the Chinese, “t was 
surcofihc gold medal but Junxia 
play tricks. Fortunately, 
•tcrspikesonly touched the back. 

hw shoosi This affected my 
Prisons officer was 

i 1' Jitorapatjiqt, •Rose; 


Cheruiyot, finished sixth nnd 
admitted that she was not in her 
best form. Undoubtedly. Konga 
put a.smile on the faces of most 
Kenyans. She is the first' woman 
to win an Olympic, medal in in- 
dependent Kenya. 

. She is yet to join the lucra t ive 
European circuit where other 
women athletes nre minting a lot 
of money. However, with her 
victory, in Atlanta, her fortunes 
are bound to change for the bet- 
ter. 

As wc went lo press, Kenya 
continued to perform poorly hav- 
ing only won three silver medals 
and losing in some of their 
favourite races including long 
distance running. 
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Preparatory stage... Kenyan athletes in recent Olympic trials. So far there hus been nothing to write home obouttMT 
performance. 


Poor show for K 
in the Atlanta Oh 



The Kenyan premier tenin to the 
26th Olympics in Atlanta, has so 
far registered a poor performance 
in the first two weeks of Ihe 
games. Most of its sportsmen 
and women liavc been sent pack- 
ing by the more versatile and 
belter teams from the West. 

Kenya's medal stable was 
only graced by a silver on 
Wednesday last week and ’an- 
other silver on Tuesday through 
little known Pauline Konga- in 
the women’s 5.000 metres race 
and Paul Tergat in 10,000 metres. 

Though at presstime most of 
the athletes were waiting the 
finals this weekend, the games 
were low-keyed following the 
elimination of Kenyon boxers. 

The boxers registered poor 
performance, with most of them 
being knocked out in the pre- 
liminary rounds; something that 
may have demoralised their ath- 
lete compatriots at Ihe Games 
Village. 

Right fromlhe beginning, the 
team was engulfed in problems 
as officials quarrelled a It he Jomo 
Kenyatta International Airport in 
Nairobi • before take-off to the 
United States. 

The Chief de mission, 
Kipchnge Keino, picked up a 
quarrel with officials of the 
Kenya Amateur Athletics Asso- 
ciation^ A A A), who he accused 
of sneaking out athletes to per- 
form in Europe without notify- 
ing him. 

Keino accused the KAAA 
Chief Executive, David Okeyo 






Commonwealth gold medalist Omar Kasongo. 
throw up the towel in the first fight. 


• had to 


letes were late to arrive at the 
training , village in Mississippi. 
The reason for their late arrival 
was that most of them were busy 
running in Europe and the Olym- 
pics. to moslofthem. was there- 
fore not a priority. 

One thing that is certain so far 
is that mosLKenyiut athletes have 
be come commercialised, running 
for -money and not prestige as 
was the case in the past. 

Without wiling off our team 
at this stHge, one can argue that 
most .sports people nrrived in 
Atlanta tired and fatigued hy the 
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«ind other officials of having snips of Grand Prix events they . 

Worked BOilinul thr> KAnOnn hum " : ..... .. . 


worked agnins t the Kenyan team 
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preparation for the games. , keen to fobW the events in At Cflle ^ or >' t0 Coaches Charles Anjimbi and 

As it we re, Keino’s argument . lanla. as the Kenyan team did finl S»n«i « 8,1 ,Werna * Peter Mwarangu are veterans of 1 

seems to hold some water if what give local fails muchJliODc The I ►« • ycstcr-ycarS and .the rest of the 

has token place in Atlantn so far traditional glamour ihaitallv Otvm J?*’ "V'*,' “ ,hfe ABA team arc, 

is anything to go by. . - equeUyold vetcraqs whom pun- 

: First, most of tlie Kenyoii.alh- ■ 


engaged in prior to the Olym- 
pics. This must have advcrsoly 
affected t hair per fori nance. 

Locally, observers were not 
keen lb fbiloW iho events in At- 


tors are not taking this event se- 
riously. 

Back to the boxing team, the 
much touted Ahmed Omar 
“Kasongo" -was outpointed by. 
Canadian David Defiagbon on 
Wednesday night last week, and 
the tpnm’s drenin- of bringing 
home any medal became just that, 
a dream. 

Kasongo, one of the most tal- 
ented heavy weight boxers in 
Kenya. Failed to moke enough 
solid punches and (lie impres- 
sion on-'llie computer scoring 
system showed him abenten man. 

KaSohgq m^de histoiy dur- 
ing the Commonwealth Games 


■pic pvrlormnitce in which tl 
isle Robert Wangila brought 
home the first gold medal in 
Kenya’s boxing history. 

Sharply contrasting with the 
1988 Seoul Olympics, Atlanta is 
Kenya’s worst performance by 
any boxing team ever, and pun- 
dits are attributing this to poor 
preparation. 

In Atlnnla, every single one 
of the five-man boxing team lost 
in the very first bout with some 
attributing the defeat to inexpe- 
rience. Other people nre of the 
view that the boxing squad was 
ill-prepared for the event. 

While boxers like lightweight 
George Mainu and welterweight 
Asliira Ourc are relatively new 
in big games like the Olympics, 
others like Kasongo. light 
weUerwight Peter Biilinea and 
light heavyweight Peter T>ynn- 
milc 1 ’ Odhininbo are seasoned 
fighters. 

Apart from the Common- 
wealth title, Kasongo, 26, is the 
title holder of Pan African-, All 
Africa- Games and the 
FESCAAB A. That is why many 
hoped that he would bring home 
at least a bronze medal from the 
Olympics. 

Odhianibo is equally an ex- 
perienced boxer but proved far 
less than explosive in Atlanta 
during his fighLwirh Cameroon’s 
Paul Mbongo, who he has twice 
beaten in regional -champion- 
ships.' 

Blame is being squarely 
heaped on the Amateur-Boxing 
Association (ABA) of Kenya for 
havingin ihe first place taken too 
long to accept new blood in its • 
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US leads 

medals 

league 

The United Stoics of America 
had by press time bngged a lolal 
of 63 medals and was poised to 
win more, leading the pack in the 
26t h edition of the Olympic 
Games in Atlanta, Georgia. 

The USA, the host country, 
has 24 gold medals, 28 stiver and 
1 1 bronze ahead of Russia which 
had 41 medals. 

As a continent, Africa fared 
poorly- in the first two weeks of 
the games with South Africa se- 
curing three medals, ahead of 
other African countries. It had 
two golds anda bronze; Ethiopia 
had two golds. 

The continent’s hope lay in 
various. track events which were 
yet ’to take place by .the time this 
report was compiled. Hope loy in 
track events where Kenya was 
expected to register good perfor- 
mance. 

The USA seemed lo haveper- 
' fected in the field evenls, where 
its sportsmen and women regis-. 
tered starring performance to 

outwit Russia in theinedals table, 

Russia hod been leading since 1 
the beginning of -the games until 1 
the USAteam started eloping in- . 
last weekend. 

Britain was also performing r 

below average, with most pfitf -' 

known athletes falling by .the 
wayside in the first twb weeks of ' . 
the games. Veteran Linford 
Christie was disqualified fronft ■*; 
the men’s 1 00 metres final 
two false starts on : Saturday. 

• . • ; ' 

• Christie’s removal paved tte':! 
way for Can adi air-sprint^;; 
: Donovan Bailey tq Win die^dW.v 1 ; 
: medal, ahead, of' Namibifl ^-L 
Frankie Frederick^. 

: new. record in tho.lw^fe^' 
■. His - timing' was 1 9.84' ;sc»i^r[r. 
..compared to Uiej^widdS 
of 9.85 seconds. ‘r ■ 

Prance, It^lv quid Chjna w^« t . 
. next behind US A aftd Russia w;> 
;• the time thji report, wasfkep^* 
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'The truth shall set you free' 

(John 8:3-36) * A 
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Retired CPK Archbishop 
Mnnasses Kurin lins restated his 
stand on the controversial 
Kajindn Dioccsc hishop-cleci 
Bernard Njorugc: he must be 
defrocked. . 

"He is ihe same- man who 
caused (Ihc)problems even when 
I was (he archbishop - in fnct 
more problems than those caused 
by the vicar of Ongala Ron^ai. 
the Rev Kibohi, who lias since 
been defrocked," he said. 

Archbishop Kuria said this 
after officiating at a function in 
Njiru, Einbakasi, where 
secondhand clothes donated by 
the Jehovah Jireh Children's 
Home, a project he stHrted after 
retiring, were distributed to the 
children of-Shilanga Jireh 
Primary School. 

But retired vicar-general of 
the Nairobi Diocese Canon 
Leonard Mbugua lays the blame 
or the goings on in Kajiado 
Diocese on Archbishop Kuria 
and the 22 CPK bishops. 

He says it was they, not the 
Rev Njoroge, who were out. lo 
finish die church by "disobeyirjg 
their constitution whichdemands 
that an elected bishop be 
consecrated immediately.” 

Canon Mbugua was renctiug 
Titrn fo Page 2 


Nappy, happy occasion: Lydia Khady& (left) and Bernice JVWyienge of Arya Girls are 
embraced by home science teacher Mrs Raval alter winning in this year*s science 
coagress at Kenya Science Teacher? College. 


Kamotho denies Kanu is 



President Daniel arap Moi ap- 
pears to be under self-inflicted 
siege from all comers of his po- 
litical umbrella. Previously se- 
curely guarded by the single- 
party system Hint raptured five 
yearsago, the political tidal wave 
that has been gathering momen- 
tum since 1992 elections, could 
very well sweep away Ihe ruling 
Kanu lyranical grip come 1997 
elections. 

The latest joint move by the 
six-million-slrong Catholic 
Church and-the 8-million- strong 
National Council of Christian 
Churches of Kenya (NCCK) is 
perhaps the biggest threat that 
faces Ihe Kanu government as 
the country precariously careers 


h Kanu in a financial straight 
jacket? NO, asserts Secretary 
General Joseph' Kamotho. 1 

, °fher party insiders say 
. in financial crisis os a 
result of dishing out funds to buy 
Political defectors. It is estimated ' 
uiatthe party hassince 1 993 spent 
than Sh 500 million in 
u y, ln 8- • . opposition ’• 

P—iamcniaiians councillors 

... ^ Kamotho, who is also the 
Minister for Education, told this 
P porter that ,-ijie‘ ’party Wa$ 
iiffltaaUy st able arid wfe 1 (ready > 
J“, r lhe - general elections fat 

decides." j i *' . j 




By Jame8'Katututu 


; He denied that his party was 
canvassing For surprise. .early 
elections maintaining (hat 'the 
prerogative of dissolving , 
parliament, and calling, for '■ 
elections was the^ Resident's. ;i 
, "Those making those" 
allegations are only scared of lhe • 
elecrions.' It is absolutely untrue ; 
•'that Kanu: wants- a surprise i: 
-.electtoh. I£‘ aqytliing we would ^ 
llike to ^ive the'bppbsition a clean < 
. ; aridop$n chance lo compete whH: . 

' * As^ li|p^/^S j^on^.thfe; 
‘party ; h r ad in. the- bklikt^Myi;: 

' Vnnknihn Vui/t it 'wflS J OhfV 'iUlfl't' 


treasurer -who could disclose this 
but added that it was.not in the 
party’s interests. |o transact its 
financial matters through, the 
press. 

“As far as I am.-concernCd, 
Kanu has been comfortably 
mbeting all- its Ttnapoial 
Obligations and anybody saying 
we ar^-te'OKe does no; know what 
he is talking ribouC hf said/ 

' Earlier,, treasurer, Japhetb; 
LijOodi’decliriedlo.'discuss /the ; 

-party’s affairs, Teferin^’thjs, 
reporter to Mr, Kamptho. >. . . 

ij} ."As wearetkllangttoiy;]K^na 
Vhwriap^hoy ft can paU il^pwn. 
We aie bpwatihg 911a shoestring 
budget .v^ich ^ay'jiirJ^ ;UiR;o: ii»: 

■ A': -i! 'r> . A ' "'i J " ' r .• : 


far", my informant at Kenyatta 
Jnternatjpnal Gqnference Centre,’ 
tlio party’s secretariat, safe). 

, iTlie source said plans for an 
early general ele^ction wbs. 
mooted by the prtyTs lalworis* ; 

: "For’ a long 'linie we hayc . 1 

survived on doilalibris froth both 
i local Arid foreign supporters ; 

. . which; have, however, -not been : 
forthcoming for the past three 

■ years. That why the secretarial 1 
hits b^cn forced to Idlhse dpwn>! 

... mqstpF itsaciiyilies'*, the- highly y 

■ placed source' S&id.; ] ; 1 j 

! ; Party stalwarts wanted pi he .■ 
' ej^ctioris.io be held efirly iiexi - 
- 1 yior,' bEii; |lt : i i is • ■ 0 ill Of; 

: qufsripri. ; , : ' • ' J > 


, "What is' happening now is • 
that Kanu can not get apy funds 
from the Treasury. Tfle donor 
community is watching us. Every 
f ritovt we make i$ monitored and 
raising money; has twcome an .! 
upliill task," the source said. 

; He said that With thp.slow ; 
rcg^straliau of member, t hfe party • 
had not .Collected much money ■; 
from this activity and confidcd 
, Ihfll the lillle ithai -Tijad ^ecn : 

, ! boifetlcd had not beerif iemiffed ' 
]"& th^ party heudqutii-fera.' l v "!! 

: ' The iria i n sou^ of funds for , 
.. the : pAriy is the-rent froVn Jire ; 

mt||iifmipiop , B^iUbg'KlCC, a,, 

, ‘ ' a;, 
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By Blamuel Njururl 

■ towards the Genital Election. 
The no-nonsencc demand Tor 
repeal of archaic and repugnant 
laws as well as a review of the 
Constitution to make it 
multiparty- friendly pasei Ihe 
single mast daunting challenge 
to the Kanu regime. 

The swords have been drawn- 
and (he onwnrd Christian sol- 
diers hnvc ample time to mount 
on insurmountable onslaught to 
ensure that the changes desired 
Tor pol ilical level playing ground 
are put in place prior to the elec- 
tions. 

The ruling parly through its 
organisational and governmen- 
tal functionaries- have left no 
doubt (hut no constitutional re- 
view would come before thenext 
elections as -much as they have 
blocked all attempts in Parlia- 
ment lb repeol .repressive laws 
ihntjtre ultra vires the Constiiu-> 
Lion such its; the Chiefs Act, 
Public Order Act, Stale Security 
Actus well as Sedition and Trea- 
50 ri laws. 

the two Christian .frnlcrnr- 
. tieshave'mpdf simple demands : 
|hal were expressed duritlg lire 
, SwtouKiinuReview, which were: 
ignored jtyllreKanq Regime with 

■* tlwj'cbiwequenital^ressiire that., 
■yidlded mulilpariyism. ,!dnce 
-ng^lri iliecqUmry is going thjpuglj' 
thoUamc inptions Utai preceded 
. l.ihejclamoU'r for ‘political pi^ir^ 
•/risnK ' J ::I ' / •' 
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Canon backs 
embattled cleric 
in Kajiado saga 
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Front Page 1 

to Archbishop Kurin' s suggest ion 
that the Rev Njoroge Tie 
defrocked to resovlc the ihree- 
ycar old impasse in Kenya's 
largest Protestant church'- 

The suggestion, made a 
month ago through this 
newspaper, has drawn mixed 
reactions among the faithful. 

And llie-Rev Njoroge has ap- 
pealed to the Provincial Synod 
to end the sagn. 

He compared -the proposed 
defrocking to the stories of King 
David on Uria and King Ahabon 
Naboth, recalling that the way- 
ward plans of the two Israelite 
kings were severely punished. 

In an open letter to the House 
of Bishops and to the members 
of the Provincial Synod, the Rev 
Njoroge says that the -solution to 
the Kajiado problem can only be 
found by unearthing why I he then 
head of the church had gone 
against the church’s constitution 
and told a clergyman to prepare 
for the consecration even before 
the elections were held. • 

He recalled that the elections 
were held on March 20, 1993 
andthe consecration was sched- 
uled to tnkc place the following 
Saturday, March 28, leaving 
fewer than five workingdays for 
the winner to prepare. 

“Was there enough lime to fit 
and have the vestments made 
and ready for the consecration? 
Was the time enough to- have 
both the Pectoral Cross and the 
Episcopal Ring made and ready 
for the occasion? Was the period 
enough for the bishop-elect and 
Ihedioceseto send out invitations 
to families, friends and 
well wishers of thediocese? Was 
the consecration date fixed with 
someone in mind?" the Rev 
Njoroge asks in his open letter. 

'-He reminds tlie acting Arch- 
bishop, the Rt Rev Dr David 
Gitari and the CPK bishops that 
the church's constitution is clear 
as to the- procedures of doing 
things and gives no one extrane- 
ous authority. 


He termed as posit ive the con- 
troversy surrounding his conse- 
cration, as in the future the church 
will be careful iu the way it docs 
such things. 

On his port, Canon Mbugua 
called on Archbishop Kuna to 
desist from .making utterances 
which could plunge the church 
into chaos by championing the 
. defrocking of the Rev Njoroge. 

In a lengllty statement he de- 
. livered laTarget, Canon Mbugua 
said the election of' the Rev 
Njoroge was properly done and 
accused the CPK leadership of 
resorting to arbitrary powers by 
■ rc ruling to consecrate him. 

' “Wlicreaij Archbishop Kuiia 
says that defrocking Rev JVjorogC 
; .wou|d end the Kajiado, saga, to 
' /tpiitraiy it tyill 'deepen the 

:* crisis; Only the consecration of 
• ••• .1*“ .hjshbp-eleel will dnd the 
‘r 1 8a^u,"W|utc Caiiaii h^bugun and 

\ V qucstiddjfed the basis of the re- 


tired Archbishop sayingthal (he 
CPK constitution did not pro- 
vide for n bishop-elect to con linns 
using that title for some lime. 

In his opinion, the bishop- 
elect has been forced by tho act- 
ing Archbishop and the other 
bishops lo use the title since his 
colleagues had been acting. un- 
constitutionally. \ 

Canon Mhugua .asserts that 
Christians in the Kajiado Diocese, 
want the Rev Njoroge to be their 
bishop and that they hod been 
pressing for his consecration 
during the pro vinciolsy nods. 

He told Archbishop Kuria Lo 
keep off the issue since he failed 
to resolve it during his tenure of 
office. 

A s if to fort her compound l he 
saga, the -Rev - Njoroge has 
asserted that the CPK has been 
taken over by the'rich. 

He attributed the problems of 
the church to (his^'rich people*' 
factor and warned thaE unless the 
ohurch mode on about turn and 
addressed the pressing issues of 
the day. the future was bleak 
“The church lias continued to 
disregard the poor because the 
leaders arc always running alter 
(lie rich seeking favours from 
them. Once the bishops accepted 
these fnvours they are bound lo 
pay more, nttenlion to the well- 
to-do than the majority of 
Christians," lie said. 

He charged that the tendency 



Canon MbugUa 

by the church hierarchy to resist 
popular views held by young 
people was forcing the youth lo 
drift to the more charismatic' 
movements. 

During the Njiru function. 
Archbishop Kuria said that one 
way of ensuring that next year's 
general elections would be free 
imd fair was for the government 
to -enable nil eligible voters to 
piuiu-ipate in the exercise. 

He nppcaLcd to the 
government lo allow both new 
gcncruliuii and old IDs if by 
election, time all eligible voters 
will not have been issued with 
the hew generation IDs. ’ 

On calls for church leaders to 
keep awny from politics, 
A rchbishop Kuria said this would 
nut be possible as they were 
citizens of this country who by 
virtue of their cal ling had a right 
to poipldtjt ills done by Kenyan 
citizens* be they politicians or 
ordinary people. 
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The Rev Peninah Serwanga (third flroni left) poses for a group photograph with the 
national committee members of ASWOM - See story on Page 5. 

Clergy put Moi’s 
regime under siege 


From Page I 

History is repeating itself and 
if lessons learned during 1988-91 
arc anything to go by, Kenyans 
must brave ahead and force the 
system to submit lo the popular 
demand fur change. 

Prior to (he emergence of the 
vocul ' advocates for 
multiparlyism emerged in 1988 
in the names of Charles Riibia 
and Kenneth Mntiba and were 
subsequently detained only to be. 
released at almost the point of 
death, Kanu hawks led by the 
president had unleashed a coun- 
trywide campaign against politi- 
cal pluralism. 

They were hilling hard at the 
so-called but un-named “traitors 
serving colonial masters". Kanu 
leaders, including former Vice 
President Mwai.Kibaki, told ' 
Kenyans that those who wanted 
multiparlyism wer “dreamers". 
They are on the same trail again. 

President; Moi is on record ns 
telling a public meeting in 
Kisumu that politics in Africa is 
not like foot-bajl to provide a 
level playing ground. That lTonc 
provided a level playing ground 
he would be “roasted". 

The simple message was that 
Kanu would not 'facilitate level 
playing -ground through the re- 
peal of repressive laws or reduce 
-excessive presidential constitu- 
tional powers, since by so doing 
“the Kanu Jpgoo would be 
roasted 1 '. In nitty-gritty lenns if 
there was level playing ground 
for all political parlies. Kami 
would.be vanguislied. 

To drive his point home, the 
president exercised part of his 
constitutional excessive powers 
to over-rule llie chairman of the 
Electoral Commission Zachnes 
Chcsoni on (lie issue of using 
lx>th the old and the new genera- 
tion identity cards (IDs). 

Chesotri's Commission is n 
const i rational organ, which owes 
its livelihood lo the president ns 
Jtc enjoys constitutional preroga- 
tive to appoint its members. That . 
explains the presidential decree 
that only the new IDs will be 
valid vfor the purpose of voter 
registration os much as there is 
no law in the country which re- 
quires .Kenyans to' produce e^ . 
tlicr of the! IDs lb register as u ■ 
voter. 


All a Kenyan needs to do is 
show proof that one is 1 8 years 
and above - meaning birth cer- 
tificates or driving licences arc 
valid accountable documents. 

These are some of (lie very 
basic constitutional ambiguities 
crying- out for reforms being 
sought. For a piece, of plastic 
enrd to be used to deny a Kenyan 
Ins of her constitutional right lo 
vote is a violation of his or her 
basic human right. 

The selective and snail-speed 
at which the new generation IDs 
are being issued means that mil- 
lions of Kenyans will be 
dcfranchiscd come registration 
of voters. 

One docs not need to belong 
lo nny opposition party, religious 
or non-governmental 

organisation to demand the right 
lo enjoy one’s basic human right 
- the right to vole. In democratic 
countries registering and voting 
are a citizen’s mandatory duty lo 
his of her state. 

Most notorious 

Both Kanu and opposition 
tenders have shown quite clearly 
that they are not interested in 
genuine democratic changes. 
Kanu has spent the last five years 
not reforming its notorious 33- 
ycar image of a repressive sys- 
tem that suffers acute grabiosis 
tendencies, but fine- tuning multi - 
bi I lion -shilling scandals 
(Goldcnberg, presidential jet. 
Eldoret airport. Ministry of 
Health malaria scam - to name 
but a few), defector fishing and 
enhancing tribnlism through ihe 
creation of new districts, divi- 
sions and locations. 

The Kanu extravaganza has 
seen its sychuphants nnd loyal- 
ists in ihe cabinet, judiciary, civil 
service, military nnd police lop 
ranks being allocated govern- 
ment prime houses -ruin-plots as 
well ns pnnistnUils lo plunder in 
the traditional philosophy of 
Vgrab-i t-all . gct-ricli-ovemighi 

The post -multiparty elections 
Knnu government has presided 
oyer Hie most notorious land 
grabbing mania, 'which has 
spiifcd no public open space,? in 
urban i areas and courageously 
spread. lo the opposition flanks. 

■ Having been in power for 


more than three decudcs, age 
must be taking its toll on the 
Kanu regime. Like the ageing' 
process in a man. the ravages of 
age on the Kanu regime Aver (he 
years have seen n system that is 
‘more of a social liability than an 
ussel. 

The creases on the national 
infrastructure tell a story of ne- 
glect and abandon in lenns of 
maintcnence despite billions nr 
shillings in lax-payers money 
voted by parliament each year. 
This explains dilapidated public 
service, congested hospitals, pot - 
holed uiban and mink roads and 
massive unemployment. 

These are not qualities of n 
serious suitor who seeks mar- 
riage for additional five years as 
Kanu will be wooing and flirting 
with Kenyans next year. 

In the short spun of five years, 
(lie opposition on its part has 
demonstrated insatiable greed for 
tenancy at Slate House. This ex- 
plains the constant infighting and 
factional politics in the opposi- 
tion. Opposition leaders argue 
that all (he frustration? Kenyans 
have gone through is good for 
democracy as part of the grow- 
ing process. 

They probably should look ut 
what becomes of families where, 
parents and children engage in 
constant fighting. An observa- 
tion that could throw some light 
on the decay of Kenya's social 
fabric. 

Oppressed by Kanu for over 
three decades' and frustrated by 
the opposition they had thought 
wonld redeem their political and 
economic misery, Kenyans arc 
therefore seeking refuge jn po- 
litical apathy and social vice dial 
should be addressed as a matter 
of urgency. That is the challenge 
Ihe clergy should take up with- 
out fail. 


Borrowing from comcrnpo- 
ruryliislory. Kenyans have dem- 
onstrated that given hope mid 
leadership; they con throw their 
weight behind any progressive 
force. They did that when the 
Fdrinn for Restoration of De- 
mocracy (FORD) emerged lo 
press for multiparty ism after 
. r . • • Turn to Page 3 




Kanu is 
financially 
stable 
- Kamotho 

Front Page / 
subject of a court case. 

According to my informants, 
most of KICC offices are 
occupied by government and 
quasi-government dcjartmcnis. 

They said the KICC owed the 

Kenya Power and Lighting j 
Corporation millioiisof shillings 
in unpaid electricity bills, while 
more was owed lo the Nairobi 
City Council, among other 
debtors. 

The sources said the party 
was hoping that the newly 
launched controversial National 
Youth Development 

Programme(NYDP). which the 
.government claims is not a Kanu 
affair, would raise enough funds 
to rescue the. parly from the 
financial mess. 

They confided thnl thoNYDP 
was indeed a pony project mooted 
by Mr Kamotho lo rescue Kanu 
from financial morass. 

Mr Kamotho vehemently 
denies (hat the N YDP is a Kanu 
affair meant lo raise funds for 
electioneering purposes in the 
next general elections. 

But the Kanu sources this 

, reporter spoke to said it is indued 

; n Kamotho affair. "Thai is why 
there lias been all this confusion 
about the youth fund. Nobody, 
except those in Kamotho 1 ‘scamp 
can exactly tell what it intends to 
achieve at the end of ihe day. 
What we know is that its main 
objective is to raise funds for the 
elections," one of the sources, 
who is u Kami politician told me. 

He said NYDP agenda was 

"snenkedin"duringthclastKanu I 

NEC and caught lhelikesofLocal 
Government ’Minister William 
olc-Nrimama and his Agriculture 
counterpart Simeon Nyachae by 
surprise. 

The source said Mr Ntimama 
quipped at the end of the NEC 

that “this was abehind-lhe-sceiw 
campaign by some colleagues to 
undermine the party* 
mainstream activities.” 

Other sources enjoin Kiainbu 
Knnu branch chairman Koria 
Kanyingi and Vict-PreffldaJ 
George Saitoti in the youth 
project idea. The trio allegedly 
sold the idea to President Mot. 

T?P echelons 

“Compared to the money Ijjt 
the party spent in the. IVJ* 
elections, that is being collect 
now is just n drop in the dee* 
One can only hope that the ■ W* ■ 
harambee for the project WiU 1*7 . . 
something substantial* •! 

informant said adding: * *\ '? . 

issue of NYDP. had not 
subjected : to: any, 
deliberations wilhin • 

. echelons of the ruling \ 

left many of us viewing it WjL : •: 
lot bf suspicion forno ao*p*W ■■ „ 
knows what its aim'iss^^.:. 
those who came upWlIhlVlw*.'^ 

tregardlcai'. 

affiliation. • • Vf* 


Chinese 

lesson 

in health 
care 


M bad blood between the gov- 
ernment and a. section of the 
clergy continues over the ongo- 
ing anti-polio immunisation; the 
World Bank has released a study, 
ihai shows that Kcnya-can learn 
from China’s rural health ser- 
vice. 

(Health Minister Joshua 
Angaria, medics in government 
institutions, (he Kenya Medical 
Association and representatives 
oftheWorldHeallh Organisation 
ire up in arms against a Nycri- 
tased Catholic priest and those 
who think like him for doubling 
the genuineness of the 
1 immunisation. 

I the priest wonders whether 
there is on outbreak of polio in ' 
the country nnd why the undcr-S 
children who alrcndy have nnli- 
polio jabs should go for yet an- 
other jab). 

Kenya's health system suf- 
fers from ills ranging from acor- 
mpldnig tendering process lead- 
ing to a severe drug shortage in 
hospitals and high cost of medi- 
cal care as a result of .cost-shar- 
ing. 

In ihe '70s, China had a very 
effective rural health service, 
Kcording to the UK-based Insti- 
tute of Development Studies 
1 (IDS). In a study for the World 
Bank ■ "Paying for Health: Les- 
sons From China” - the IDS says 
that at (hat time approximately 
85 per cent of- villages had a 
health clinic. 

In those villages, co-opcra- 
live medical schemes were in 
operation which re-imbursed 
hem for most of the costs. 

The aim was to ensure that 
no-one in the then around one 
wllton population was -denied 
essential medical care because 
i hey could not afford to pay. This 
was 'he- time when China pur- 
sued strictly Marxist economic 
Policies. 

Since the .early ’80s, how- 
ev V, Chintf has implemented 
radical economic and institu- 
tional reforms cutting the public 
sectors share of total expendi- 
j and introducing markel- 0 (i- 
; anted policies. • 

These reforms, says IDS', have 
j included major changeslin how 
nwlth services are financed and 

SUSS*' ' in Kenya , in the 

« Chinese government funding 

rural health services has, not 
“PlUP with increased costs. • 

While health levels Jiavejm-- 
P®ved ov&rall in many areas in 
. “v inequalities in Iheprovi- ; 
anil ™ ice Mween the prior 

pm ,1 V ch k BVe increased 

8*%, adcording to IDS; ■ .* 

■ village or township-, 
^^medicalgervicesh'aveivlr- ; 
“3 ““apsrictf’ the irisiUdte ■ 
i result is that in ’poor, 

mapy people cantiot.af; ■ 


By a correspondent 

ford to pay for health care.” 

Citing an example in a study 
done in onc'urea in China, 48 per 
cent of people referred lo hospi- 
tal simply did not go. 

This closely reflects Kenya’s 
situation where health authori- 
ties admit that 40 per cent op 1 
Kenyans canqot afford current 
medical enre costs. 

Since cost -sharing was intro- 
duced, soy Health Ministry 
sources, this 40 or so per cent is 
reluctant to visit public hospitals 
for lcarof being unable to pay for 
medication. 

The sources say that only the 
well-to-do or those with some 
kind of medical insurance 
schemes can afford proper treat- 
ment in private hospitals nnd clin- 
ics. 

Coiripounding this situation 
in Kenya is the chronic lack of 
drugs, poor equipment and main- 
tenance of the few that work nnd 
sub-standard in-patient core sys- 
tem. Only recently, both the na- 
tional-press and .President Moi 
decried (he pathetic state of some 
hospitals in Nairobi. 

The Institute of Development 
Studies report says (hat China, 
which is adjusting. to free-mar- 
kcl principles faster than even 
countries like Kenya which have 
always been somewhat capital- 
ist, has devised ways to rectify 
this negative trend. It says that 
countries such as Kenya can 
adopt thesesolutiona within their 
own national context. 

. ■ One of them is by establish- 
ing co-operative health care 
schemes operating on village 
level to provide essential low- 
cost health services. -Such, 
schemes would offset -Ihe mas- 
sive bills the .government has lo 
fool for rural health care. 

Another method is alterna- 
tive forms of payment for Health 
services 'not involving cash. In 
Girina, some communities are 
being encouraged- to contribute 
fref labour or materials for con- 
struction of facilities. 

.In Kenya, the harambee 
method has been effective-in the 
past in dispensary and hospital 
projects; 

A third way is to implement 

the usually cost-effec tivepreyen- 
* live 1 programmes such aslinmu- 
nization, the elimination of hafc- . 
ardpus. disease-bearing condi- 
' lions , such as raw sewage,^ find, 
(h? education of parents andphil- 
■dren op proper-health carfe. 'J 1 ' 

{fhe major jessoh. says ff>Si 
IS ,ijwt in , we®* suoh as health y 
' : ‘(:are,> Introducing njarltpt-^as^d .' 

- Conditions all at oncC may notbp 

1 * • k. . ; ■ 
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Women and children supported by the Little Servants of t|ie Sacred Heart of 
Muchatha. 

Seminar decries negative 
television, video influence 


The growing individualism in Af- 
rica has brought about a tendency 
in which communicators choose 
their own measures of value as 
witnessed in the content of their 
media. As a result, indiscrimi- 
-natc sex and violence arc the 
order of the day a? media owners 
are only interested inw hat will 
bring them- profits. 

These were the feelings of a 
recent brain-storming seminar at 
the All Africa Conference of 
Churches Communication Train- 
ing Centre. 

Indeed the impact of televi- 
sion and video on children is 
strongly felt in Africa through 
weakened parental authority over 
their children. 

This is a reflection of the 
omission of educational role in 
the current policies ofthe media, 
participants felt . lamenting the 
iack.of the cultural values once 
held dear in- the latest techno- 
logical invasion of the living 
rooms. 

The ability of the foreign 
media to manipulate the airwaves 
is evident in the popularisation 
of western values compared lo 
African values. 

. ; The seminar, graced by nca- 


By Isaac Kamau 

dcinieinns nnd profession ;il coin- 
inunkalur.H. tolled on churches 
to intervene in these moral and 
cultural threats. 

The CTC, which prepares 
communicators, has lo cluuigc 
its curriculum su that in future it 
mjiy be able to produce versatile 
communicator? well trained and 
visionary enough in the articula- 
tion of lire gospel. 

The CTC was conceived in 
1961 to help train member 
' churches to effectively commu- 
nicate the gospel on the conti- 
nent. Tlie centre boasts of having 
trained numerous broadcasters 
who are today well known per- 
sonalities. 

Participants lamented lack of 
trained communicators in Ihe 
church which in case of coun- 
tries like Rwanda -and Burundi 
led to strife as tlie church- had 
forsaken its role as-nrbiler and 
openly taken sides in conflicts. 

Meanwhile, the invention of 
the satellite lias created a global 
visage with no boundaries, Mr 
Mohammed -Amin, the world 
renowned journalist told' a 


gradual 1011 ceremony ut the CTC | 
mi Wednesday. 

Mr Amin, who was guest of 
honour, said distinctions in 
media such us editor, 
photographer, writer, etc had 
become obscured. 

"Today's world requires that 
journalists lv come jacks of nil 
trade and 1 misters of all,'' he said 
nnd advised ihe gradiinnds who 
want to make photo journalism 
their career lo keepon practising 
as only experience would make 
them excel. 

The Rev Jose Chipenda, the 
General Secretary of the A ACC. 
cnid the CTC was formed to 
satisfy the fell needs of member 
churches. Trainers were drawn 
from KIMC, KBC, Daysiar 
University and the Nation 
Newspapers, he said. 

Twenty suidents. were 
awarded certificates for having 
successfully completed the 
training programme. 


The wall posters rend “Vote for 
womencandidntcs",” A woman’s 
vote is non-vinlent,” “Women 
vote foT Progress and. 
Development,' "'Women vote for 
Those who recognise and support 
women lo leadership," and 
"Woman's Vote is for Justice 
and Equality." 

There are also pictures. In 
-one a man is pulling away his 
dnngliter from .school compound 
to marry her off. The daughter is 
resisting. The. would-be- 
bridegroom is seated holding 
biiiuiles'of money in his hands as 
dowry- 

And the caption 
accompanying the picture reads: 
■‘Father give me education first, 
marriage later. 1 * In yet another 
picture, u young girl is in the 
middle of n crowd, including her 
parents, ready for circumcision 
and a caption reads: “Say- no lo 
female circumcision." 

All this was at Sacred Heart 
Nuisery School at Kurnra where 
a Nairobi-based NGO. the 
Lvtigiieuf Keny a Women Voters, 
was holding a one-day workshop 
on Women nnd Democracy. 

The nearly ICO participants 
wore mainly single mothers 
supported by the Lilllu Servant? 

1 »f the Sacred Heart of Muchatha 
and Kururi Parish. 

.The longue'sfielUofficer, Ms ' 

Beatrice Konya told the 
P art ici pan l s that be rorgnni zation 
was concerned with the rights of 
women nnd hAd embarked on a 
massive programme lo educate 
them throughout the country. 

She said it was through such 
workshops that women could 
understand their rights and. 
collectively, fight for them. 
Women, she said, ufere 
demanding ihe reintroduclfou of 
the Affiliation ■ Act which 
rcquiredroenio m aintain children 
bom out of wedlock. 
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Moi’s regimes under siege 

From Pag? 2 , roads to go into nuns, expensive 

Mntiba, Rubia andKaila Odinga . education systeip. massive im- . 
were detained in 1988. Other ef- ■ employment along Willi pul lli- 
fops to generate concerted unity cal ly motivated crime, hunger 
of purpose has since failpdhiointy and depravation y,, A system. I liqt 
due (b 'Kami interference, and allowp piiWic se^vants and pyli- 
oppositipn infighting. t . ..liciarislb'liijijj isc r Jinihaic I y -ab rise 

Hiving set the agciJa, tliq rlido)ercy fold call bishops “jiars 
giant NCCK .and llie:Ctf jtyHc ! . : mid' r|runkard$". ; A system jhpt. 
leadership as well as progfes- ' ' allows takaifouwilhout services 1 
iiveMuSIim leaders .should, l^ke r-.-s*: j v ' . • * 
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Kenyans want change 
not a revolution 

A lotof change has taken place in the socio-political and economic- 
spheres of this country since the multiparty elections of 1992. 
Kenyans have embraced political pluralism. But the pace has. been 
•slow andin some areas conditions have been deteriorating. 

At the same time, alol is in Ihe-air that has to do with politics with 
the clientele that happens to be the public given little time to digest 
the import of itall. 

As political observers expected, thepastoral letter released by the 
Catholic- bishops and the statement by- the National Council of 
Churphes of Kenya (NCCK) calling for constitutional reforms' to 
accommodate pluralistic politics .in -the country hnve generated a lot 
of heat. 

Indeed the Kanu leadership has never forgiven the clergy, the 
media and progressive lawyers for their agitation for political plural- 
ism prior to the last general elections. 

It was this agitation and the pressure fioraoutside'thc country that 
led to the repeal of section 2 (a) of the Constitution paving way'for 
multipartyism. a situation that has - exposed politicians, bureaucrats 
and the politically favoured to criticism and censure hitherto un- 
known in this country. 

Knowledge by the public, -it is said, is the worst enemy of those 
who have-something to hide. Undoubtedly, the Kenyan public today 
can tell a lie when some leaders open their mouths. They can read lies 
in statements -from some leaders. And it is these leaden who have, 
something to hide who are scared of the latest demands for change by 
the friends of democracy. 

Thanks to a relatively free media, the public now-knows that the 
provision of efficient -infrastructure such as. electricity, ports, trans- 
port and communication, water and sewerage are indispensable to 
economic growth. 

Those in authority should therefore expect today's Kenyan public 
to demand the best- from those given the portfolio to provide. these 
•facilities. . 

Again, thanks to the media, the public knows that in some parts 
of thiscoutnry development is thinly spread whereas in-others, the 
abundance of development activities.is overwhelming. 

Serious problems facing Ihedevjdopmeni of infrastructure and its 
maintenance are directly linked to the allocated financial resources, 
legal and institutional framework required as well as the operation 
and maintenance of available infrastructural facilities. 

It is against this background that the renewed agitation and. 
demand for a more democratic system of governance with the full 
backing.of a reformed constitution should be understood. 

Surely the K*mr government Bhould not expect to be pm led on the 
back for stalling midway through the reform process. 

Church leaders and progressive forces in this country kpow the 
cofllypricc of not improving on the existing political structures. 

All they are doing is helping the. government to improve its 
governance. They are notcaTIing for a revolution. And this is not too 
-'bitter a pilLfor those holding the. reigns of power to swallow. 

Stoking the fire unnecessarily 

Development co-operation ia.a concept that is being emphasised all 
over tho world especially in the co-ordination and synergisation of 
priorities such as the expansion of basic education and improving 
healthcare. Agencies in these fields are expected to work together to 
map out and allocate resources and tasks for their stated common, 
goals. 

Theougoinganti-polio immunisation is a most welcome endeavour 
by the government. Churches supplement the government’s health 
initiatives in their own hospitals. They are also involved- in this 
.immunisation exercise. 

Fora long time now, babies bom in maternity hospitals and health 
centres arc given anti-polio and anti- tuberculosis immunisation jabs 
among oilier? before or soon after leaving hospitals. 

However, there seems to have bee n- a breakdow n of common ica- 
tion of sorts In die anti-polio immunisation, leading to the scepticism 
•voiced by a Catholic Church cleric In Nyeri, This haB caused a lot of 
damage to the already-bad relationship between the government and 
thechiirch. ■ 

•Tire priest wanted to know whether. there is on outbreak, of polio 
rcqviring countrywide immunise lion of chi!dreri,'in any of whom are 
already fmmunised/Hc could have been answered wi thou l necessar 
ilypoUUcising the question. On thp other bdnd h* could have sbdght 
witoout going pubiicLBboui jt; : ' L\-." 

% W Where suspicion orwhal the government doei. 
w,W^W‘bejK^n[i.- ; •' • ' -. ■ 
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Issues facing 
reformist Kenyans 

My congratulations to Friends of 
Democracy lobbyist Rev Njoya, 
Bishop Okullu and Mr Joseph 
Oliende.The Njoyagroup's pro- 
posal on reforms is most wel- 
come although 1 doubt.wheiher it 
is workable taking into consider- 
ation tlie Kenya constitutional 
set-up and the history of Kenya 
since ulmru. 

In the first place, the constitu- 
tion of Kenya rules out coalition 
of parlies. It says each registered 
political party lias to field a can- 
didate and the winner takes ii alt. 

The only way oot of defeat- 
ing this constitutional clause is 
for opposition parties to hold a 
secret meeting and come up with 
a popular presidential candidate 
whom they shall back immedi- 
ately after presenting their nomi- 
nation papers to the Electoral 
Commission. They would then 
withdrew all but one candidate 
from the race. ( 

Another issue the conslitu- 
lidn states is that a winning party 
should form the government, 
solely. If areformist-government 
is to succeed,, a lot of ground 
work needs to- be done taking 
into consideration the back- 
ground .of opposition leaders, 
some of who are only interested 
in gaining power. 

' .The Njoya group should also 
recall that the constitution was 
supposed to be overhauled im- 
mediately after the repealing of 
section 2(a)but a few self centred 
opposition leaders were opposed 
to that idea because of reasons 
only known to themselves. 

Churches, together with a few 
far-sighted lawyers and politi- 
cians are in the forefront in fight- 
ing for the total overhaul of the 
constitution,- even if that means 
the postponement of elections. 

Since uhurii we have seen 
how the constitution has been 
tempered with to favour the in- 
cumbent president. 

Reformist' minded Kenyans 
should push for constitutional 
changes and the formation of an 
independent electoral commis- 
sion. This needs' total commit- 
ment of all Kenyans even if it 
means going back to the streets 
as was thecaseduring the struggle' 
for political pluralism. . 

The constitution is ^ . docu- 
ment of tho wananch) and it is 
only them who should change it. 

JosephMuttia 
/ - ' Nairobi. 
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Open letter to Amos Wako 


We wish to draw your attention 
■to the death of a Turkana 
paatroiisi. Ainodoi Achftkar 
Anamilem (27) while in the cus- 
tody of police officers in Turkana 
on July 8, 1996. According to the 
Justice and Peace Programme of 
the Catholic Diocese of Lodwar 
Mr Amodoi had-'-been arrested 
that same day 6n suspicion 'of 
being involved in the murder of a 
maiatu driver, Mr Kahuha who 
was shot dead near 
Kalemng'orok centre in South 
Turkana on July 4. 1996. 

Eye-witness accounts aay 
' police officers started investiga- 
tions into the murder of Mr 
Kahuha and identified one Mr 
"Eragae" as the prime suspect. In 
complete contravention of- the 
law, (he police arrested Eragae- 1 s 
mother and wife to force them to 
reveal “Eragae's whereabouts. 

The two women were held 
until July 8, when they accompa- 
nied a contingent- of regular and 
administration policemen led by 
an officer-in the uniform of an. 
inspector to Lokichar market 89 
kilometres south of Lodwar, 
where Eragae was supposedly to 
be found.* 

On arrival at the market, the 
wife pointed out the late Amodoi 
and said that he wns her husband. . 
Mr Amodoi -who bad just come 
from buying drugs for his live- 
stock was arrested. 

Eye-witnesses, reported that 
the officers beat Amodoi on the 
chest, stomach, back' and head 
with sticks, gun bulla, blows and 
kicks. 

Th«e chiefs from Kainuk. 
Knpulir and ■ Lockichar were 
called by the police officers to 
idenlify him. Two of them said * 
Ihey did not know him. The third 
said there was no need to idenlify. 
a “dead man.” 

Upon gaining consciousness 
the police officers dragged him 
towards the home of an assistan t 
cluef but bn reaching Lockichar 
post office the police officers 
summoned two GK Land Rov- 
ers, one Reg No GK P 782. .^e -! 
was bundled inU> the car and 
driven towards Lodwar town, t . • 

On (h$ way to 'Lodwar,: at h • ;!. 
place called Lqchasvamkata^, 
Amodoi grimaced In pain and ‘ 




rolled- on the floor of the Land 
Rover. The police officers then 
took him to Lochwnnikalak dis- 
pensary where- he was -pro- 
nounced dead. 

For ten days up to July 1 8, the 
police did not perform an au- 
topsy even though they were 
aware that the mortuary refrig- 
erator was out of order and the 
body would decompose. 

The MOH Arrived in Lodwnr 
on July 17 «nd attempted to do 
thepos (mortem the next day, July 
18. However, by rljis lime, (he 
body has seriously decomposed, 
with the skin wearing out, and 
the skull "naked" 

A few days Inter, District 
Commissioner Simon Motogwn 
issued a statement on KBC that 
Amodoi died of shack. 

. From the -information gath- 
ered. which can be availed to you 
if you so require, it would appear 
that Amodoi died from the beat- 
ing by the police officers. 

The Kenya Human Rights 
Commission recommends: 

(a) That you immediately in- 
stUute.a public inquest into this 
murder 

(b) That your office issue a 
public warning to all police of- 
ficers that any death of suspects 
in police hands will not be toler- 
ated, and that torture is proscribed 
by law and can and. will lead to 
criminal charges against police 
officers who torture suspects; 

(c) That the family pf die late 
Ainodoi is assured of security 
and not be intimidated. 

We hope that his case can be 
a turning point in showing your' 
porsonal and professional com- 
mitment to human rights. 

Maina Kiai 
Executive Director, Kehya 
Human- Rights Commission 

Asian factor in 

Whatever else people migm say 
about Kenyan Asians, they .have 
a ^proportionate share of the 
national economy coinpared-to ' 
Other racial groups particularly 
the Africans. 

" is there any tiling, wrong ‘ 

vyilh’ihefact thsta minpritygroup ; ■ 
cofitfols more economic >o- 7 
sources thari other groups? ' ' ■ * '• 
i; 0»j the- ope hand. there ifi-ev- 1 


Polls cancellation 
not convincing 

I have read the unsigned pwi 
release concerning the Kisii 
Municipal elections which wm 
cancelled by the Ministry ofLo- 
cal Government and wish la uy 
the following: 

The reason given for the tin 
collation is rather strange and 
therefore unconvincing. Jtjs com- 
mon knowledge that the Hmu 
Minister (Mr William. ole 
Ntiinama) has a vested interest 
in the outcome of the.eleciion< 
and has therefore given an ex- 
cuse and not a reason For the 
postponement. 

My . constituents and other 
residents within Kisii Munici- 
pality are like the Mansai and 
other Kenyans, entitled to theii 
voting rights. They cannot bt 
sacrificed at the altar of personal 
friendship. 

For over two years now, tht 
main councils in Kisii district 
have been totally paralysed bj 
the Local Government Minister's 
persi.^pnl and relentless schem- 
ing to impose leaders on these 
two local authorities. 

This unwarranted and high- 
handed interference may helphis 
'political comrades in the sj»ri- 
run but in the long-term is likely 
to generate a great deal of dis- 
content in the community and is 
therefore cou liter-productive. 

Our people are not naive- 
They know lliat the elections were 
convened in accordance without 
local government laws brregr^ 
lotions^ The . beating of the 
■Wananchi which followed from 
this farcical event has forced rue j 

to protest publicly", for there was j 

' no justification for ik - > 

What we have witnessed a 
an obvious case of miiust « 
public office to promote patsoiw 
interests. .4 ];■ 

lion Dr Z. T. Onyot>t* M 

MMiltr for 


Training and TnhHotogt **' 

the economy. 

eiy thing wrong 1 ^>^ : ;1WL55 1 
group obtained contfrfjWW. 
preferential Ifeauritetir ir .. ;i.' j 
Ontheother-h^W] 
nothing iwpng 
obtained jfiiit by-iisdoflp^j 
power' and -ifraU djWCjffJj 
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Auctioneers 
move in 
It King’ori’s 
premises 

By Isaac Kamau 

poor ex-Nairobi Mayor John 
King’ori: auctioneers moved into 
his Hotel Accra oif Wednesday 
morning and carted away prop- 
erty worih hundreds of thousands 

of shillings. 

• Business temporarily came to 
(Standstill os Key si an Auction- 
eers took possession of the prop- 
erty. They were executing an 
April 30, 1996 court order in 
favour or the Catering' Levy 
Trustees which is owed Sh 
2,178,368 by Hotel Accra. 

“They are out to finish 
King'ori,” a sympathiser in the 
hrge crowd that llironged (lie 
busy Accra Road remarked. 

A Spokesman of the auction- 
eers said that he and the hold 
manager had earlier tried to con- 
tact Mr King'ori, hut the City 
Centre councillor allegedly told 
■ ihcm £o catty on with the rcpos- 
‘ session so long ns they did not 
bum down the building. 

Mr Dougins Ombmi. die ho- 
tel manager, said the auctioneers 
arrived at 8.45 a.m. and started 
removing the furniture. 

The close to 50 people also 
broke into the Btore and look 
away some crates of beer after 
chasing away members of staff 
oa the second floor. 

MrQmbati was grateful tlini 
ihey did not go into the hotel 
moms as some guests were stilt 
in bed. 

When Mr King'ori finally 
arrived at about 1 1 .00 a.m., lie 
Brst inspected what was left. The 
place was empty as seats and 
lables and even refrigerators in 
the first and second floors had 
been removed. 

The visibly shaken King'ori 
accompanied by his youthful 
body-guards asked (pr a seat 
which could not be located im- 
mediately ns most of them were 
being loaded into a lorry. 

Mr King'ori said the levy he 
owed was a. government lax 
which is demanded of any hotel 
dial exploys morethnn 40 people. 

» a used to train hotel staff. 

He claimed to hnve written a 
c heque to the levy collectors the 
previous day but they demanded 

to te paid j n ctK i, 

On August 12, his lawyer had 
gone to court seeking a stay of 
*****»«■ which was quashed. 

Mr King'ori decried the way 

e court broker and- his gang 
^cnl into the hotel and started 

ywg the- goods even withouL 
Producing (lie court order, "They 
in , Ilo ;. ev ®! 1 fl! *'fortlie inven-. 
2* w mch they ought to do first- 
when they come, "he said., •' 

. He .said ft WflS unfortunate 

^•■humiliation was a6- 1 
^aed to a; former cjfy -mayor. 
S.I.depNton-ionie : 

* wh en i WaSffloyo? withn , y 

crusade. . Tliis is- 
N P pay:>erying 
to , la ^ ld eni vpwed to 
8° on tightjrigoorropifpnWj'. 

V--;' • '.'v-v -5- :! :; k: 
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Ambassador Treffers addresses guests during the commissoning pf the Grand Cessna Caravan at Wilson Airport 
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Nassir 




By James Katuiulu 

Former Kenyan Ambnssador to 
Sniidi Arabia SRid Hemed, has 
vowed not to rest until ihc eld- 
erly hurpowerful Monibnsa Kmiu 
supremo, Mr Shariff Nassir, is 
removed from office. 

To Mr Homed, Kami has lost 
its popularity ia Moinba.su and 
the CoHst Province in general, 
due to Mr Nnssir's high handed 
leadership. 

Mr Hemed told this reporter 
in an interview in Nairobi that he 
had mustered enough support in 
oust Mr Nassir from the' 
Mombasa Kanu chairmanship 
and that he and his group were 
only wailing for the elections 
date to be announced. 

He said the loss of civic seats 
to the opposition in recent by- 
clcclions in the district wns a 
clear indication that Kami sup- 
porters were rebelling against Mr 
Nassir and askedKanu headquar- 
ters to hasten and make arrange- 
ments for the branch elections. 

He said that lime had come 
for Mr Nassir to retire from nc- 
.live politics. "There is no time I 

Regional 

committees 


Ex-envoy 

dislodge 

am ever going to work with Mr 
Nassir. Instead, 1 will work day 
nnd night lO\ ensure tluil he is 
removal from the branch chair- 
manship so that more effective 
people can hike over its leader- 
ship," Mr Hemed said. 

He mnininiucd Unit his 
faction's candidates had 
Lraunchcd those of Mr Nassir in 
the recent Macndelcn ya 
Wan aw uk'e elections and those 
of the Kenya Seamen Union, 
which Mr Nassir used to domi- 
nate in past elections. 

He said his group had been 
advocating for grassroots elec- 
tions in Mombasa but its efforts 
were frustrated by Mr Nassir. 
using his Godfathers at Kauu 
headquarters. 

"However, what Mr Nassir 
must know is that when the elec- 
tions are called that will be It is 
final day in Kanu leadership." 
said Mr Hemed. 

He said he resigned to 


' vows to 
minister 

reorganise the affairs of ihc 
Mombasa Kunu hrunch. 

"Mr Nassir should do the 
people of Mombasa a favour and 
quit the pusiufbriiiiclicliiiiriiiiiii- 
ship because the local people do 
not support him anymore." 
claimed Mr Homed, who blamed 
the Kami supremo fur bis defeat * 
in Kisauni in the 1992 general 
elect inns. The scat was won by 
Prof Kasliid Mree of FORD- 
Kenya. 

Mr Nassir has maintained his 
grip of the Mombasa Kami 
brunch for nearly two decades. 

The 72-yenr-old kingmaker 
is also facing opposition from 
his deputy, Mr Suleiman 
Shakombo. Mr’Karisa M nit ha 
nnd Mr Mohammed Jaliazi who 
are aligned to Mr Hemcd's camp. 

Mr Hemed first announced 
his interest in the Mombasa Kanu 
chairmanship in Jnuuary this 
year, when lie was still an envoy, 
an indication that ho enjoyed the 


bucking of powerful Kanu op- 
erators. 

in Mr Hemcd's camp is also 
die bell ind-llic-scenes jxiwcr hr, »- 
ker. Mi Rusliid'Sajjud. a nonti- 
n nicd Mem be r o f Pixrli m lie ill and 
a business associate of another 
Mombasa powerful business- 
man, Mr M.S. Bawn/ir. 

Mr Homed was before the 
1092 elect ions an Assist uni Min- 
islei for Environment and Na- 
tional Resources. He got a soul 
soothing appointment ns Kenya's 
envoy lu Riyat Ii nfler bis defeat 
by Prol’M/ee. 

Mr Nassir's political fortunes 
Mailed tumbling last year, when 
President Moi asked him tn con- 
cciilratc It is politics in Mvim con- 
st iuicncy. 

His enemies interpreted this 
ns (lie green Light lu gel rid of him 
and went ahead in inslul Mr 
Slnikombo to "ihc district Kanu 
boss. 

Last week, Mr Nassir told I 
press that the be would use mil- 
lions of sh filing lo ensure dial the 
four Mombasu -parliamentary 
seals went to Kami in next year's 
elections. 


Women resolve violence 


created to be election agenda 


The Association of Women - in 
Ministry (ASWOM) oF the 
Church of the Province of Kenya 
has created regional committees 
to strengthen services in ninfi 
areas. 

The decision to do so came 
during on- executive committee 
meeting in Nairobi under the, 
chairmanship of the Rev Sister 
Peninah Serwanga. 

The association should not 
. be seen as interfering with other 
women’s - organisations ih the 
church and- members re-slatcd 
their commitment to evangelism 
and family life education;: . . : • 

■ Sister Serwanga said shrt-did 

not see why ASWQM should be 
’ seen as a- threat by- otliir 

orgartisatfonswilfon the ohurdi.j 
' ‘'Ours In this association Is Id 
provide opportunities for-'opr 
members to exphitnge ideas In. 

: the riiinistry, bring itnityi spehlp 
', with one ❖oieci arip ertepufege 
our- members to, purane furthef 
•i studies in tTiis country dr-rtbroad^ 1 1; 
Sister Senyangft, 1 whojsjlso W 
director- of Christian .Gpmn)Wi|; 


Kenyan women have resolved 
dial violence should be an elec- 
tion issue so that the society can 
elect effective leaders at the fam- 
ily level The resolution was One 
of several resolutions- during a 
week-long workshop on Vio- 
lence Against' Women held at-. 
Nakuru. 

The 30 women workshop: 
organized by the Gender Desk of . 
the National Council of Churches 
of Krtpya (NCCK) resdlved that 

they no longer-want lo be led by, 

m?n and women who are retro- . 
gfossive at the family level. 

•: The women also comntitled 

; themscives to share the informa- 
iion gathered during (he work- 
: shops With their churches as will 
^s.lhou'organisa'lions.Tiie work- 
shop, ijtlsQritini a^ series plniirted . 

for ihe;nqxl two yetlrt WttMK 
tended for churth leaders in the 
, feuihRift fegiotl buihadpDttici- 
' panls ffom Npifobi. , 1 : -r ; 

r&f ; Tftb pbjeCtiycs pf tl|e wdrk- . 


jflhdp ■ Were to / maiy sU'llw rqof " 
bfjtiolenee aghmfl^dfd 0 ^' 

: j'ip Ihe-cijliafaKre 1 igiritiSrSOCial . 


By Staff Reporter 

theological urideret andin g of vio- 
lence against women by explor- 
ing how it is reflected iii the 
Christian faith and lo enable ihe 
church lo increase, its involve- 
riient in bringing aboui-a society 
free firpm violence, among otii- 
ors. 

, Ms Victor Kamau. on advo- 
cate, tackled the subject or Gon-. 
der Violence: An Overview. Ms 
Susie Ibutu - Economic Injus-. 
tic^, Ms. Judilh Mnhindu - Via- 
Icnce Agninsi Wpnwn With Dis- 
ability and Rev Day id Kiario > : 
Women- andHealth, 1 1 ! 

; Some interesting observa- 
tions came out during the group 
discussions as the local adminis- 
UAtfon and particularly srhiefs arid. 
Ilieir. assistants wore censored for ; 

cdntribiilinBj fo the .UiCfen^e of ir 

yjolencd agofost wo^pn.throtigli. 
pbrrupi practice? sfich hS accept’' ■ 
: bribes foup eglbrite so ns to 

them. escape jusljw, 1 > 
V-fSquftUy blamed^crethepi- 
Jlccoffichrs'Tor iooldrig d^WtT<HiJ; 

'■ ‘ V - } y ;-T • V 

.':i ' . - - • -f!- t 1 ;'- V. ,-••• 


they sought police intervention. 
Police regard cases of violence 
against women as. domestic is- 
sues which should be handled 
either domestically or at tho fam- 
ily level. 

The church was not spared 
either as its response 4o the issue 
of violence against women was 
not always good .The participants 
observed that the whole, the : 
church had not really addressed 
the problem rind hnd largely' 1 re- 
mained silent. r. 

...As individuals, Jhc partiti- 
! pants felt dial chonge in their 
attitude towards women wak the 
' first thing they peeded 'before 
: Utey could undertake to * 

' - socialize (heir children pd^i- ; 
lively towards wpinepi. .- 
■ ; i - part icipttl pin groups th at r«jsc 
a wariness 1 oh women issiie.s.'if 
(.t-.piWritlse the gtrl ohiJdYcdU- 
^catwn^; - j’.''.! 

i‘,, « offer. solidarity nart igujari i 
:i woman in-rie^U bUlgeneriily to, 1 
: i." till woriiqni;- ;:' ;.-j _■* ; A 
i-V- ••' offer prayed of imeitlcssiori 
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AMREF 

acquires 

Sh 77m 
aircraft 

fly a correspondent 

There is a "from a dream lo real- 
ity in 12 months" cciisniioii nt 
AMREF. The organisation is the 
proud owner of a Sli 77 million 
Grand Cessna Caravan Ixniglu 
through funding from Holland 
and the Flying Doctors' Society 
of Africa. 

The commissioning of the 
aircraft wns done on August 5 at 
Wilson Airport. anil in ntlcndnnce 
were among others, the' Dutch . 
Ambassador lo Kenya, Mr K mid 
Treffers and Mrs Eunice Kiereiui. 

(he chairperson of the Flying 
Doctors' Society. 

AMRF.F’s ditec lor general Dr 
Michael S. Gerber, while explain- 
ing how the "dream" was 
achieved, thanked the benefac- 
tors especially AMREF/Nethcr- 
lands amt the Flying Doctors' 
Society for their generous con- 
tribution!;. 

hi August 1995, AMREF sold 
nn aircraft for Slf 6.2 million. 
The money was set aside towards 
the purchase of a 'new Caravan. 
Bui the Ia4: of finding (lie re- 
maining Sit 71 hi illimt was d .mill- 
ing- 

However. AMREF's Irieuds 
mid supjsirlers came tn the res- 
cue - both within Africa and out- 
side. 

Early this year, the Flying 
Doctors' Society presented- 
AMREF with a grant of Sli 20 
million but “we were still 5 1 
million shillings short of the in- 
tended target," said Dr Gerber. 

AMREF has offices in nine 
European countries along with 
offices in the United Stales and 
Canada. A MR EF/N el her I amis, 
under the .chairmanship of Mr 
Hans Tuyt and the Executive 
Director, Mrs ‘■Gnnsinnce van 
Hacften, took the challenge of 
raising the remaining amount. 
With (lie help of friends in Hol- 
land and pledged support from 
the Netherlands Government, 
AMREF raised Sh 57 million 
within months. 

More than Sh 41 million came 
from individuals, companies and 
foundations in Holland and Sh 
15.7 million from the Nether- 
lands Government. 

The Flying Doctors Services 
is famous for emergency evacu- 
ations, and the new aircraft will 
enhance AMREF's ability tocon- 
ihme those services and provide 
extra capacity todeul wills inuimo 
or other accident situations where 
: many people have been injured, 
s “What is - less weU.‘known i 
about' our Flying Doctors Sc/- 1 
vices. is AMREF's ouiroacli/ 
programme. We have three full 
. lime surgeons who V is it hospi - 
, inis' throughout Enst Africa. Bc r 
. sidtiS, our own medical staff, wc 
•pick up .{ipccialisls front large 
’ * hospital sin Ke iiya and Tanzania j 
such as KenyatU arid Miihi mljili 
, ,pnd bring them to isolated rural. ; 
;! hospilrtls I ackijig; specialist aer-| 

■ ' ■ ' vlrSw 


‘..vices.:; 

■ , j ‘'hi/inariy 'cases, tots is the; 

■ £P ly.Avay rhhil pcopld <jkh have ; 
‘ ^aOceis to specialized hieqti liopre. ‘ 
v, The Carirvati' s increase^ capac- , 

, ity ^>ill itfore mwjical I'bx - 1 

' pe’r ts fo be oattied on each ifipr J ! 


>;.> goffer prayetyofynierew booarried on each Ww? 

j ; 1iiite’rAM^F.Khf.4^r.u -tv; v'v.fS 
£■' ?${ r s - VI 1 . :' .iV- :-H; : 

i:, •• 1 t ■ ml •/. U^ 1 1i'a* l li* AV- ■' . i ■_ j . 


V-'-r Kr.': 
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A major tussle lias broken out 
between the Malawian govern- 
ment and former dictator 
Kamuzu Banda's- opposition 
Malawi Congress Party (MCP). 

Ai issue is the Press Thist, 
Banda's former business con- 
glomerate. On July 1,. the 
Malawian High Court ruled that 
parliament had failed to follow 
laid down. procedures when if 
passed a bill last year to restruc- 
ture ijie trust, which accounts for 
up to 40 per cent of Malawi's 
economy. 

High Court judge Dunstan 
Mwaungutu ruled that the trust, 
which had been expropriated by 
the government after parliament 
passed a bill for its restructuring, 
should revert to its original trust- 
ees. meaning Banda. 

Mwaungulu said procedures 
followed by parliament to re- 
structure the trust were- flouted 
and that the bill did not- pass 
under normal circumstances. 

Temwa Nyirenda, a lawyer 
for Banda,, had argued that the 
bill to restructure the conglom- 
erate violated the constitution. 
“The bill was- proposed and 
passed in parliament in bad faith. 
The motive of the -government 
was solely political and not to 
benefit the legitimate beneficia- 
ries of die trust,” Nyirenda ar- 
gued. 

He-snid Banda’s rights were 
violated because the bill effec- 
tively expropriates- the Press 
Trust, incorporated by- Banda in 
1982 when he transferred his 
shareholding of 500,000 shares 
in Press Holdings to tlie-tnist 
Banda owned practically all the 
shares in Press Holdings. 

Bankaccouift 

The government later an- 
nounced that it would immedi- 
ately lodge an appeal to the Su- 
preme Court over the ruling 
against its takeover of the Press 
Trust and paid that it was 
“shocked and surprised." • 

Banda on t he otherhand main- 
tained that it was his personal 
enterprise and wns-pteased with 
the court ruling. He called on the* 
new trustees appointed under ihc 
invalid legislation to immediately 
ceases performing their duties 
and ojjcrating the bank account 
aftlic trust. . -APS 


Women peace envoy 


in 


hasty departure 

nbc. Uganda's Minister of — ■ — 


Mrs Betty Bigombc, Uganda's Minister of 
State for the Pacification of the Northpulled 
out of the hotly contested Gulu municipality 
election race and .flew out to the United 
States of-America for post-graduate studies. 
In the wake of her departure, -Mr Norben 
Mao, her challenger for the parliamentary 
seat was declared winner with 8,830 to 
Bigombe's 7,089 votes. 

The results of the June 27 parliamentary 
elections were minified by Uganda’s Elec- 
toral Commission following Bigombe’s an- 
gry denouncialion of alleged malpractices. 

Before leaving, the accomplished peace- 
maker and diplomat held a meeting with her 
campaign workers at which it was decided 
she quit the race. The campaign managers 
were particularly riled by her. opponent's 
alleged tactics includingdepicling Bigombc 
as an obstacle to peace in Adioliland. north- 
ern Uganda. 

“Her opponent has depicted the insur- 
gency in the north as a war- between Mrs 
- B igombe and the people,- when actually it is 
an act of rebellion against the government. 
They seem to think that the removal of the 
candidate from affairs of the north would end 
the problem,” lamented hcrchief c ampq igner 
Sam Oduny. 

B igombe clearly feels betrayed by her 
own people. Her departure was also seen as 
n security measure as she could have been 
harmed by rebels of the Lord’s Resistance 
Army (LRA) who have proved quite irratio- 
nal in their recent-actions. 

One of her most recent disappointments 
was the killing in cold blood of two Acholt 
elders by the LRA on June 13. The two 
elders, S amson Okot-Ogoni and Chief OlHnya 
Lagoni were ki lied while on mission to make 
contact with the rebels as a prelude' for sub- 
stantive discussions between them and the 
government. 

Moral support 

Observers, say itbecameclearto Bigombe 
that her 10 years of pursuing and getting the 
rebels to stop the rapes, looting, arson and 
abductions of boys and girls for enforced 
conscription to their ranks, had taken a major 
setback. She may also have fcllbetrayed UiaL 
President Yoweri Museveni abandoned, her 
when she encountered severe problems with 
her electoral opponent in the parliamentary 
elections. 

Museveni could have continued to list 
Bigombe in his cabinet appointments an- 
nounced on July 6. purely for moral support 
but this was not his style. Instead the presi- 
dent announced the appointment of Owiny 
Dollo to replace Bigombe ag-peacemaker in 
the north. Like his predecessor, Mr Dolld is 


Following her loss all he parliamentary pdlls 
of June 28, peacemaker Betty Bigombe has 
left Uganda, cfeeling betrayed by her own 
Acholi people and President Yoweri 
Museveni's government. Sam Gonza reports 
on. me woman's decade-long struggle to 
bring peace to a troubled region. 

nn Acholi. 

Another significant appointment is that 
of Dr Marlin Allikcr as Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs. Alliker, a professional den- 
tist in Nairobi and -Kampala for many years, 
is also a traditional chief of the Acholis of 
Kitgum district. A wealthy man. he hns sub- 
stantial international business contacts. He is 
a relative of the late General Tito Okello, 
former Head of State who died in June last 
year. 

For her incessant campaigning for peace, 
Bigombe was named woman of the year by 
one of Uganda’s leading newspapers, the- 
Monitor. 

"When I first came to this post, the rebel 



Open prison system planned 


President Museveni... betrayal? 
groups .were numerous and enjoyed thesup- 
port of about 90 per cent of the population,” 
site observed. 

Bigombe, in her mid '40s was based at 
tite Gulu Military Barracks. Shcoften flew in 
a government helicopter from one bush stop 
to another, seeking peace and encouraging 
the rebels to understand that Hie government 
pf |he day was here to stay. 

Many of the rebels were former soldiers 
in- the disbanded Uganda National Libera- 
tion Army (UNLA). They feared that the 
post-1986 government of Museveni would 
penalize ! hem for the atrocities they commit- 


ted against the people in other parts of Uganda, 
notably in the Luwero Triangle in the north, 
where lens of thousands were massacred in 
the early ’80s. 

She was oneof a handful of northerners to 
support the cause of Museveni's National 
Resistance Army (NRA), indeed as early as 
1983. She argued that ‘‘the northoeeds a new 
face in politics" and was rewarded with a job 
to pacify the north by encouraging ex -.UNLA 
to come to terms with the new situation in 
Uganda. 

Her ministry often had meagre funds and 
sometimes -lived off the army to make any 
headway in the dangerous task of making 
contacts with the unpredictable rebels. 

She was motivated by her instinctive un- 
derstanding of the Ugandan situation and 
once said that Joseph Kony, the former Catho- 
lic catechist turned rebel leader, "had abso- 
lutely no motive for taking over the govern- 
ment." Her qgest for peace for Jier own 
Acholi homeland was made dodblv difficult 
by the fact (hat- nobody knew the rebels' 
agenda. 

Her biggest success so far, is convincing 
the military to treat surrendering rebels hu- 
manely. Such people are given counselling 
at a World Vision facility in Gulu and are 
allowed to return to their communities. 

President Museveni once observed that it 
was the tenacity of people like Bigombe that 
had convinced him to accept parallel peace 
talks with the rebels “otherwise I -prefer to 
kill them.” 

While pursuing the difficult task of paci- 
fying this north, she had virtually no family, 
life. Her husband lives abroad with her two 
children. She was a lecturer in African litera- 
ture at Sophia University inTokyo, Japan, an 
occupation that nurtured her liberal outlook. 
She chaired the Afro-Arab women's club in 
Tokyo and later worked with the African 
Development Bank (ADB) in West Africa. 

Refugee massanrn 

■ Her departure comes at a critical time 
whcnUgandan rebels are acquiring apparent 
greater support from the regime in Khartoum 
which accuses Ugandan authorities of sup- 
porting the Sudan People’s Liberlion Army 
(SPLA) of John Garang. 

The rebels, on July 13 massacred more 
than 100 Sudanese refugees in a camp in 
northern Ugandan. Authorities said if -was 
clear the rebels were executing a mission on 
behalf of the Sudanese government" 
Meanwhile Anglican bishops from 
Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Sudan,-.Burundi 
and Zaire have condemned the massacre of 
Sudanese refugees in northern Uganda, term- 
ing the act ‘‘satanic.” . JPS Features ' 


The Zimbabwean government plans to introduce 
an open prison syslem which will allow all con- 
victs to interact with their families. 

A general amnesty to cover some classes of 
pnsonera will also be announced by President 
Robert Mugabe nssoon as sufficient ground work 
has been completed-. A parole board lias been set 
Hip to make recommendations on those who could . 
benefit front the open prison system. 

Tilt programme will help prisoners to keep in 
touch with tnelr families andreintograte into soci- • 

n ^*h° n §h' the Minister . of Justice, Legal 'and 
Hariiamctitafy A flair a, Mr EmmersonMnangagwA 
declined to elaborato on the type bf prisoners who 
-ipe earmarked for .the parole, it appeared’ that 


arc- overcrowded, with some, of the institutions 
holding up.to one- and- a- half and upwards of their 
normal capacities in each cell. 

Chikurubi- Maximum Security prison near 
Harnrc has a capacity of 1,900 but js. currently 
holduig 2,400 prisoners. A coll designed Tor 23 
prisoners is now holding as many as 40. 

This overcrowding is also taking its toll on 
inmates, some of wham are suffering from respi. 
ratory disease, diarrhoea, HI V/Acquired Immune 
Deficiency Syndrome (Aids) etc, brought about 
-by poor diet, lock of ventilation and the general 
unhygienic conditions the prisoners are exposed 
to among other things. In 1995, about 500 prison- 
ers were reported to have died iii |hc cduntrv’s 
prisons from "unknown" ailineu^. 
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Israeli approach to business management 

I^ ByFred Naung'u r - - - ■ _ — , ■ . ■ » ■ . keting, salca promotion, stocks magic.Itis noteosy.Isoldi 


The Church in Africa should tw 
its lay training centres b-m. 
mote human rights and civil to- 
ciely on the African continent, ft 
should also use thestfeentresto 
promote a juslcoibmunity of m 
and women as people created h 
God’s image with equal respon- 
sibilities in His service. 

These were some of the rec- 
ommendations passed during i 
training seminar on leaderships 
lay training, held in Kampdi 
recently. 1 TJie course was orji- 
nized by the Nairobi-based As- 
sociation of Christian Lay Ca- 
tres in Africa (ACLCA), aconii- 
nental fcllowshipofChristiinlsy 
centres, academies and move- 
ments of social concern. 

The ACLCA -training work- 
shop brought together 30 partki- 
pants from Egypt, Kenya, 
Madagascar, Tanzania and 
Uganda. Also present were 
represent live of the ACLCA 
Youth Network from Ghana, 
Uganda, Malawi and South Af- 
rica. 

Deliberations were based on 
Leadership Training for Build- 
ing a Just Community. 

The course participants con- 
demned-corruption and tribal- 
ism. “We commitourscJves tobe 
agents of creating a just andecu- 
menical community, where 
people accept and respect each 
other as members of the human 
community regardless of their 
differences in tribe, race, culture 
and traditions,” a communique 
released at the end of the course 
stated. 

Course participants commit- 
ted themselves to work for jus- 
tice, peace and reconciliation and 
"in particular we commit our 
centres' -to be places of healing 
and reconciliation.” 

The communique also urged 
churches in Africa to educate 
their member? and called on Af- 
rican governments to pressurize 
for the cancellation of Africa's 
external debt, estimated at more 
than $ 300 billion. 

This pressure should not be 
left to the churches alone, urged 
the ACLCA workshop which 


Kenyan businesspeople should 
avoid the cash— prof it confusion 
and losses by ensuring that ex- 
penses do not exceed profits. And 
partnership and joint -ventures 
should be considered in raising 
capital while change of partner- 
ship should be done if necessary. 

This advice came from Prof 
Raymond Rcnford and Ms Janet 
Gino in a lecture on Israeli ap- 
proach to better business man- 
agement at a Nairbbi hotel. 

Businesses must have reli- 
able suppliers to avoid running 
out of slocks, they said. They 
should also have the option of 
buying. goods wholesale to earn 
discounts and maintaining daily 
cash floats because -many lose 
customers due to lack of change. 

The duo advised that a good 
sales mix must be done nnd un- 
popular items leftout as that hud 
serious implications on profit- 
ability. 

Prof Rcnford and Ms Gino 
said regular costings and pricings 
were crucial and discouraged 
poor stock control. At the same 
lime, stores must be secure. 

The lecturers have been con- 
ducting an international course 
an organisation und management 
of income generuling projects 
courtesy of the Israeli 
government’s Haifa Centre for 
International Ca-opcrntion and 
the Kenya Institute of Manage- 
ment (KIM). 

They urged businesses to be 
wary of giv i n g presen ts to friends 
as this would lessen closing 
slocks. Gifts can be given only as 
promotional maicrinls. 

Businesses must make allow- 
ance for all overheads such hs 
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International coiirse on organisation und management of income generating projects 
facilitators. From right are Ms Janet Gijio, Prof Raymohd Renford unci Mr Menushe 
Zipor U 


transport, sides promotion and 
family help, the Israelites advised 
noting that the challenges that 
beset businesses were not unique 
to Kenya. 

As such, businesses must be 
prepared for burcaucrncy with 
police demanding licences and 
naggings from- the income tax 
department. They should be pre- 
pared for national insurance and 
keep books of accounts. Busi- 
nesses must also avoid child 


lnbour nnd plan to re- invest prof- 
its and go into diversified lines of 
business. 

Prof Rcnford said help and 
advice, which ure often crucial, 
are readily available for small 
businesses in Israel. Kenyan busi- 
nesses must .therefore seek the 
help from government and pri- 
vate policy-makers and large 
businesses which nre corollnry 
to small enterprises. 

What arc Israel ‘s experiences 


with business inaungcinent? 
Northern Israel has a hig iiumlier 
of industrial parks which pro- 
mote businesses. Elsewhere, 
small businesses are nurtured in 
"incubator parks” where advice 
mid consultancy related to mar- 


keting, sales promotion, 
and book keeping arc offered liU 
maturity. 

The ‘‘ incubators" have suffi- 
cient und efficient services nnd 
infrastructure, said Prof Rcnford 
who informed the participants 
that the head of the small busi- 
nesses unit at Kcnyalta Univer- 
sity, Mr Nderitii. was his student 
at the Mount Cannel Galdmeir 
Institute. 

In Israel, business culture is 
- widespread and the Israeli be- 
lieve a lot in their youth. Youths 
are educated in business prac- 
tices right Tram kindergarten, 
participants were told. At Haifa 
Centre for Industry Knnw-how 
is, for instance, n scheme where 
youths aged 8-12 years are 
couched in team spirit- in busi- 
ness ami industry. , 

Luck of initial capital, how lo 
nut more Ilian one business, rel- 
evance of Israel's expertise and 
management skills in Kenyn und 
Kenyan entrepreneurs attitude to 
prorcssionuls were some of die 
issues raised by participants. 

Mr Ngumo Mwangi, acting 
Executive Director of KIM. said 
almost all small businesses in 
Kenya start without external as- 
sistance. Only l per cent gets 
nun-lmanciid help while » mere 
M per cent is financially assisted. 
“Don’t wail lor external nssis- 
lance. St mi on your own," he 
advised. 

Prof Renford reiterated the 
importnnccofhnrdworkforbusi- 
ncsscs to prosper. ‘There is no 


!. I sold news- 
papers in New York streets be- 
fore I managed lo go into busi- 
ness-consultancy." he said. 

“Israeli expertise is terribly 
relevant to Kfftya. If 4 million 
small business can turn around 
in Kenya a loi of difference can 
be realised.” die -professor- ob- 
served. 

Mr Mwangi -described God 

ns the biggest entrepreneur. 
"Since time immemorial. He has 
worked very hard. He created the 
universe in a mere six days. He is 
slill working very hard to main- 
tain it. God is a good bargainer 
and invites all people to reason 
together with Him (Book of 
Isaiah). Hc-is very persistent and 
docs not give up ever,’’ lie said 
during the closing session. 

Mr Mwangi urged entrepre- 
neurs in Kenya, .Christians and 
non-Christians alike, to emulate 
God and succeed. 

He said business people ware 
important since they created 
wealth and employment. 

Mr Gilbert Otic no. KIM 
Council vice-chairman urged 
Kenyans to start ‘■Internal Pro- 
cessing Zones" to manufacture 
quality products for local uses 
rather than concentrate whole- 
sale on El*7.s, 

He decried lacknt n founda- 
tion for business ethics as a real 
problem lor income generating 
projects in Kenya. 

The participants were from 
World Vision. GTZ, Kenya 
Women Finance Trust and Stan- 
dard Chartered Bank. 


Hast Africa will have a single 
currency within 10 yeurs. say 
Central Bank- governors Micuh 
Chcscr’em, Idris Rashid and 
Charles Kikonyogo of Kenya. 
Tanzania and Uganda respec- 
tively. 

Full convertibility of l he three 

.... ..... r - , currencies became effective on 

also called on the ‘Organization , t July 1, 1996. It is expected to 
* - . . ». — j contribute to the integration of 


Single currency for EA 
within 10 years — governors 

By a correspondent 
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of African Unity (OAUjand^ 
United Nations to add tlieir voices 
and pressurize for- the cancella- 
tion of Africa ’S debti APS 


Gays fight for recognition 

2rt-S for f urv ‘val and recognition of the Gay even elsewhere in the world. 
mli2 ia A A i 7 0C1R ! 1On of ? mbflbwe (GLAZ) “If we accept homosexuality as a right as is 
spokesman Keith Goddard says . being argued by the associatioriof sodonfiists.wri 
nn I 1 nmn^?!, fl |-f 0pu ar b L elief and official stance sexual perverts; what-moral fibre shalloursocieiy 
races fhlurt nn!/’ I?™ ' homostt «d* from both even have todeny organized drug addictt.of eVtn 

ioin the are corrting forward lo those given to bestiality, the righto they might 

‘ Oneninp l»Er«? 0n » *7- U U claim.and ajlege they possess under Ihcwbrirt cf 

BookFafr ^PreJr a fo Z ^ b fJ WeM,ntemati0,ial • individa « 1 freedom affiThurtian rights. incIi^Srij 
at thd ’5 Rob *2 l ^gabetookaswipe ■ the freedom of the press to write, publish «4. 
at the fidr Wh °i? d boo ! cod R slfl nd publicize tlieir literature on theiq?<tomplai^ tj* 

exncrienci* h m *W r . ■ a mbabwenn- Head of State, who /a offiiilribf 

believed f| , H u ® l,Qcked mejifbeTa who :■ marrying; his secretary this weekend; , i'i 

oelieyed tlroy.hnd a constitutional- right to exist, 'i - - - . . hy-f 

1 ' r,: - • ' Altliough Goddard ckima .niq're;pe^ ^|| 

to mv hn rn « - 0a ^? eoi i 8 ^repugn^m eluding jhoie in tyral areas ware jpbuiii jig 

repulsive orpn^Si^ C ?-? l4 S? U ^ i,ftfnoAl and ' nizat ion | he could hot disclose the s iw 

alTJh? SB v5!i 'f 8 hpmpsexu- 4 “ThlsisthefigurpUtatnobodykno^^W 

morals of rSn^fc ^r U ^-°^ " 8ftlre ^ '■ P^plo. are threatened especially*! 

y*^ld ,This is why th^ : don’t ^ijt 
^l hould hove eny Advocates ip o W mi^and added. ’■ 


the economies. 

It will also increase and ease 
the flow of trade and other trans- 
actions and simplify currency re- 
quirements for travellers nnd 
tourists within the region. 

This aspect of monetary. co- 
operation allows residents; to 
fteely transact business in any of 
the currencies as they (curren-, 
ries) are treated in the same way 
as the US dollar, the Sterling 
Pound, the J apanesc yen, among 
other international currencies. . ' 

•Initially, border towns nnd tfyfe . » 
region til capitals will be the most , . 
iniporinni centres where the cur- 
rencies will be in greatest, dtir 
round, Tlieir use will be wide- 
spread gradually, The bulk of 
hnde will coitlpiue to be settled 
through let tors of.crudit. 


exchange bureaus nnd tire busi- 
ness community in general lo 
familiarise themselves with all 
the security features of the cur- 
rencies. 

This will help overcome 
counterfeiting nnd nccruing 
losses. It is noteworthy, how- 
ever. that losses nqd risks arising 
from convertibility to interna- 
tional currencies are inherent in 
innny such. dealings and will be 
expected. 

The Guide recommends pro- . 
cedures lo the used by all 
authorised dealers. They include 
all dealers quoting on a daily 
basis the three currencies along- 
side other foreign currencies; the 
currencies being competitively 



tradedlike any other foreignoncs; 
commercial banks opening and 
maintaining records of Kenya. 
Uganda and Tanzania shillings 
accounts for their own accounts 
and on belinl fof their customers. 

Further it is recommended 
that commercial banks in respec- 
tive countries- establish corre- 
spondent relationships within 
bulks iii Ihc three count rics. They 
should also be responsible for- 
' the repatriation of surplus shil- 
lings to thcireorrespondenl banks 
iu tlie res|jeclive countries for: 
credit of (heir accounts. 

hi cases where commercial 
banks have no correspondents 
their surplus will be. appropri- 
ately repatriated on a collection 
bosis by the relevant central bank 
. for a fee. ''- : 

- Meanwhile, die Kenya *»udl 
scale industry is/unong lM Vec- 
tors bcncfiiting from the ongo- 
ing Nairobi, "Made in India 
' Show": • : ■: h , 1 

. A leading ..iiidusirialjSl and 
ehbirrunri of tlie Gonfedcraiion 
of Indian Industries (Clij.Com- 
■ miitee on Small Scale Industry 

Mir EKParihnsnrntliy i§ in ^hnrg 
of the Indian mission. ; | . 

•' Under t lie UNnX)-spqn$brc.d 

- enterpris’c- f tq-cnterprise ^ihya- 
liidia Pfograminij, ^six Kenyan 
comphrt ies havd Ai gricd lyutntl* 
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TOP ARTISTES FOR HELPAGE CONCERT 

A top Zjire.m artiste, Lesasa-Jocker and ihe Bilenge Musica Band will lead 
team oi sixteen international music arlistes for a grand concert aimed ** *'innnrtir 
HelpAge Kenya. The concert dubbed "Melodies for Ihe Aged" will de 
B omas of Kenya on September 28, 1996. The charity concert will 

. ■ : ....-..’r I Initerl Mslinnc Inlcrnalinnxl Di)V for the 


mner to, tyyo. me cnaruy cuin.cu wm also act as. a 
curtain raiser lo this year's United Nations Inlernational Day for the elderly which 
will be observed on October 1st. 


Zambia 
mosl 

A 


be observed on October 1st. , . „ 

Lesasa, who played with the Zamusica Band of Zaire, 5uper-K Orchestra of 
bia Carnivore band ol.Dar-es-Salaam and Marquis du Zaire, is currently the 
1 popular Zaire music artiste in Nairobi. _ . 

Also featuring in this major concert are young rinuStc artistes, Sacntn and Avtn 
Dave who have staged several popular charity. concerts in Kenya. The duo, who are 
also winners of. several local and international awards, will feature their latest 

release titled "Peoples of Tomorrow". . , , . ' _ . . 

A talented song bird, Maria Magdalena, will appear in the Mezzo Soprano and 
is expected to thrill the audience. Magdalena, a composer and singer is currently the 
most popular classical Mezzo Soprano in the country. • ^ .. 

. Thepresentalion will also &e KBC radio personality, Elizabeth Omollo, 
pitching up as a soloist with Cecilia Lethibalane, a Lesotho national working in 

°A -refined- vio R nisti Kate Colson will' do what she does 
Minza from the Regensburg Academy of. Music in Germany, f. 1 )” 

synthesizer. Music heavy weigh is, Barry joblmg:and Trevpur Walshow, will, also 


a PP e ?L iare^ ^ from lh e ; Melhetlands, . Sweden, 


synthesizer. Music heavy 
appear with the Nairobi 
='• -Als<V : 'llf»e^ up for ; th« . - , - ----- - 

project, weis.'lhe concert as a-. 

. oma^sine « /this 1 : overtl^ ■ jhrough j SpOnsofsh 


organist 
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League 
Africa, 
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Fly-by-wire teehonology 
for commuter aircraft 


Fly-by-wire technology that 
* moves an aircraft’s flying con, 
trol surfaces by electronic rather 
than mechanical means has led 
to ik first appearance on a twin- 
turboprop commuter aircraft. 

Indonesia's new 50-70 IPTN 
N250 becomes IheTvorld’s first 
regional turboprop airliner to be 
wholly controlled hy fly-by-wire 
(FBW) through, the adoption of 
the flight control system devel- 
oped and manufactured jouily 
^ Lucas Aerospace from 
Wolverhampton in foe English 
Midlands -and Liebh err- Aero - 
Technik (LAP) based in 

Linderberg, Germany. 

Lucas and Licbhen are also 
working to develop more ad- 
vanced FBW systems for future 
IPTN aircraft, including an 80- 

• L 30 £ aler jet known as 

, N2I30 which could see ser- 

vice as early ns the year 2004. 

The N250, which first flew in 
prototype form in August last 
yenr is expected by IPTN (a be 
cleared for service in 1997/98 
Ilslhrcc-nxis PB W system is said 
to offer the aircraft considerable 
benefits in terms of lower life 
cycle and Acquisition costs. - 
Lucas is also providing the 
engine control system for the 
place s Allison turboprop en- 
gines, utilising foil authority digi- 
tal technology along with fuel 
pump and fuel metering units. 

FBW was originally devel- 
oped by British Aerospace (B Ac) 
with Mnrcohi Avionics and 
Dowiy Boulton Pmil. and tested 
m an Anglo-French Jaguar fighter 
anti the BAe EAP experimental 
a [remit used to develop systems 
for the Eurofighicr 2000deslined 
for service with the air Torces of 
Britain, Germany. Italy and 
Spain. On the civil side, it was 
first incorporated into the A320 
European Airbus. 
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Koboi ic nniiiiaLs could prove 

10 be the nils w er when i r conics to 
solving the problems that hu- 
mans simply cannot UickJe. Re- 
search shows that whether it be 
probing the depths o fouler space 
lor sou reps of plenty or animal 

1 1 fe, or methodically stripping an 
area plagued with landmines, the 
answer might lie with ifoy, 
preprogrammed robots. 

Dr Barbara Wchb. a lecturer 
with the University -of 
Nottingham's Psychology De- 
portment, hns been working for 
years to create an artificial intel- 
ligence system mechanism which 
will mimic a cricket. With a col- 
lougue at Edinburgh she is build- 
ing and programming a hi-tcch ' 
robotic cricket. 

Dr Webb says that lechiiol- 
ogyhas enabled the idea or arti- 
ficial intelligence mechanisms to 
become h reality - allowing them 
to become smaller and more cost 
- effective. 

The aim of building such units 

is to programme robotic ma- 
chines ■ to mimic sensory re- 
sponses - in theory machines 
.could eventually be able to mimic 
a human being. 

“Human beings are actually 
ext rente ly complex , so scientists 
nre looking to build complete 
creatures and have been inter- 
ested in insects because quite n 
lot is known about them," she 
snys. 

Dr Webb is- interested in the 
behaviour of crickets, par lieu- 

;s«sse asssrssiE 

why she is apparently influenced 
by the loudness of the snuiid he 
intakes. 

Using her own research and 
drawing from othar.sources. Dr 


Digital satellite 
link to 'put' 
doctor on plane 

An in-fliglu diagnostic system 
. that monitors the vital signs of a 
passenger who has become un- 
well and sends data via a satellite 
to a. doctor on the ground will 
reduce the burden on cabin crew 
and cut flight diversions. 

To achieve this British Air- 
"ways is working with the Uni- 
versity of Edinburgh lo develop 
a kit which will measure, signs 
including pulse and respiration 
with simple transducers such as 
vibration monitors taped to the 
passenger's skin. 

In-flight medical emergen- 
cies occur once in every 753 
flights and the developers hope 
to Itnve a prototype ready by the 
end of Hu* year. A BA spokes- 
man said the background noise 
in all aircraft cabins makes con- 

. ventionnl medical equipracnl like 

stethoscopes all but useless. 

Although BA and many other 

airlines have doctors on calf 24 
hours a ddy it is- often hind to 
contact, them via radio because 
of atmospheric conditions qr be- 
: cause- die place-js flying over a 
remote part of the world. , 

Tyre pressure 
monitor that 

warns 
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triggers a warning light for the 
“river. The device measures 76 
mm by 25 .5 inch and is £35 mm 
thick to fit inside the lyre. 

General Motors’ Corvette is 
being fitted with the instrument. 
The battery, which forms part of 
the sensor unit, took 2 1 / 2 years ’ 
to develop and is now guaran- 
teed to have a life of ten years or 

1 00,000m iles. Extensive testing 
1 was carried out in all types of 
extreme weather conditions be- 
cause temperatures inside a tyre 
can r<Stch 200 degrees C. 

General Motors is expected 
to market the system. The manu- 
facturers say they are working to 
reduce the tosi for mass market 
cars with, perhaps, a less sophis- 
ticated system involving n rinsh- 
mg warning light on (lie dash- 
board rather Hum a specific pres- • 
sure readout. 

They see another very attrac- 
tive market in fitting die system 
to lorries and trucks, although in , 
the case of the latter- there are 
problems involving the number 
of lyres and their relative dis- 
tances from | he driver's cab. 

Robots hold key 
to solving 
human problems 
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spear-planting 

among Maasai 
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inhabited by the pastoral 
Maasai people, and the next mdsi nrob- 

I aWequestionwillhingeon whether you 

liberally enjoyed the privileges accorded 
to a male visitor after the simple act of 
planting a spear outside the host's hut. 
ll is widely lie Id that Maasai men 

end W vc»lolheir"vi s ii or "agem«te s . 

uianks to shoddy anthropology and con- 6 ‘“»ps ana other details to Help the 

traaicti n g explanat tans from the Maasai elders vettheir sincerity, before allocal- 

, r . ing the visitor place lo spend ihe night 

of n I,,aJc visitor in his ! n arhut lh at must belong to his ngcniatc 

in accordnnre in rnelAiii 


agematc s homestead is announced by 
the planting of a spear, outside the main 
hut. It is said thtft the spear serves as a 
warning to the husband that another 
man is temporarily in control., somc- 
hmg akin lo the “not vacant’’ sign seen 
on the door Intch of public wasJtroonis. 

Apart from those contestable allega- 
tions. the spear is seen as a symbol of 
Maasar military prowess. It j s the stan- 
dard weapon in the Maasai armoury 
and any warrior imorari) without one 
would be likened lo a state without an 
anny. 

Matrimonial 

Because of the cultural and military 
significance of the spear, it is not sur- 
pnsing that a near-religious reverence 
is accorded to it. For instance, it-would 
be unthinkable for a Maasai lady to arm 
herself with a-speari It. is simply a 
warrior sweapon.OUmendonotc.uVy 

one with them. ' 

Back to the issue of wife-lending: 
Joseph Miaron. a development worker 
with Group Ranchers Education 
^gramme, a non-govcmmentai orga- 
nization (NGO) working, among ife 
Maasai people , n Loilokitok, will not 
hear of this. He says; “Like other nien 
tte world over the Maasai guard their 
matrimonial beds jealously." 

"It will have to be a mad society 
where you lend yoiir wife to astranger " 
he protests'. Nevertheless, he agrees that 
Maasai did and still do accommodate 
strangers m their houses. He is. how- 
ever, quick to clarify that . whereas such 

strangers are allowed to sleep in the 
same hut with the host’s wife, decorum 

demands the appreciation of this hospi- 
iHiity.Inthis respect, the visitor isstricllv 

expected to confine himself to the bed 
allocated to him while the host's wife 

Sted^ SnCBk ° U ‘ ° f thC ,nmrimo - 

Bui given human beings' propen- 
sity for mischief, "why would anyone 
trust his w,f e with another man? It has 
to do with society responding fo the 
die otes of the environmehla! realities 
or (he harsh savannah which fonturc ' 
expanses of wildlife-infested, water- 
lesS’ and 1 foodlcss tracts. of. land," ex- 
plains Miaron. As- such it would be 

nlArtlllu {TratUn«.!Ll. p. 1 . _ 


in accordance to custom. 

Once in the agemalcs’ hut, the visi- 
toris properly fed before being offered 
a bed. Due 16 the preponderance of 
polygamy among the Maasai. iheowner 
oi the hut may opt to go and sleep in any 
of his other wives' huts as a show of 
respect for the visitor. 

"Tliis has given rise to the miscon- 
ception that we share wives. It docs not 
mean he has handed over the wife to the 
visitor." says bank clerk Robert Molly, 


25, from Laikipia. 

What happens -when a man senses 
that the limits of his hospitality have 

been overstepped? Chief Moses ole 
Mosinny resigned lyniaininins that there 

. were and still are cases of mischief. “To 
pre-empt the designs of the spouse and 
the visitpr, a man can insist on sleeping 
on the same bed with the suspect," 
TikoI ° oteSiriwo, aged over 
oo. Whatever precautions. are taken, 
there is no way of knowing what goes 
on between your wife and the ollfcr 
man, -admits ole Murumbi, 57. 

Tnlking to senior Maasai citizens, 
one gets Ihe impression that tltcy arc 
desperate about Ihe wife-sharing busi- 
ness. “We normally have two beds — 
one for visitors who must be your 
agemnic... We don’t care if they, (visi- 
tors) conspire .witli your wife... there is 
no point in guarding your women. It's 
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A Mts&lly outside their home: The myth above spear-planting is no more, 

|«es ole Nkoliei who On the other hand, it would appear sj»um.*s. Apart from beatings, the of- 


impiN 

30 kilometers south 
Nairok . 

"Tim : perhaps is explained 
byibefca sold men, unlike their 
sonspr. lai the wife lending 
cultuffv among the Maasai," 
sayu^i: [earing that his views 
woiiHali meoflhenew faitlifu) 
in his cfte jssled anonymity. 

Sarepcaiuo, is inhis early 30s 
anda "moVnsai who has worked 
for sever. j,“| have stayed in a 
nunwifii sonal Maasai village 
midc of: in a circular pattern) 
andlbi «d the day to day life 
of the We jeh immoraliiy (-wife 
shaiingiu ice, it must be on a 
very stnil 'he maintains. 


‘.“.'“i ** **uiuu jip[vur 

the story has two sides. School teacher 
Viola Mayiun, 22 agrees that some 
women arc morally loose and misuse 
tradition for their own selfish needs. 
She however points out that the edu- 
cated Maasai will nolhenr ofsuoh prirni- 
tivity as wife sharing. "Yon don't cx- 
pectine to be lent out hy my husband - 
1 11 J l,sl qdit the marriage," she retorts. 

Blit one should not misconstrue the 
act of a visitor planting a spear outside 
his ugeinule’s hut to imply that the 
Maasai condone promiscuity. 

Although little is said about (he of- 
fending male, trad it ion demands that 
any wife who misuses her liospitalily to 
entertain... risks the noi-too-soft wal- 
loping that is administered on wayward 
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lending woman is subjected to heavy 
fines (in the traditional sense) which 
may feature a calving cow produced hy 
her maternal family. 

The blotch that goes with adultery 
notwithstanding, the idea of purling with 
a calving cow becomes very painful, 
given the high esteem in which the 
pastoral Mnnsni hold livestock. Indeed 
it is joked that Maasai greetings feature 
cuttle, pasture uud family in that order. 
Maasai traditional Inw, it would seem, 
prescribes no specific punishment on 
spouseshaving affairs uulsideiiiurriuge. 
"Punishment ranges from forfeiting live- 
stock to being killed hy the aggrieved 
puny," says the priest, who earlier on 
requested anonymity. APS Failures 


A woman watches her son waste Hway 
slowly and palnfolly. She cannot imag- 
ine that this child upon whom the fam- 
ily has pinned its hopes is dying. No 
medicine can cure him and site is impo- 
tent. He must have been bewilbhed " 
she says to herself. "Some envious 
neighbour must have done this...” 

As mourners depart from lire fu- 
neral one word lingers in their minds. 

C/iirma.' Tlie deceased had been curaed. 

They reflect among themselves about 
the possible cause of the curse induced 
death. H 6 must have done the unpar- 
donable. Or someone must -have be- 
witched him. People-do not waste away 
just like that, and certainly not in the 
prune of their lives. "Did you see -how 
he looked like- in liis last days 7 " says 
one. ■‘The very symptoms of someone 
who is cursed.” The others nod sol- 
emnly. ‘ 

Such are the responses to Aids de- 
spite n saturation of information on the 

ep|de,nic.ThebeliefthalAi<fei S acur S e 
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, ,..,w. , ucnci mat Aia 54 s a curse ^ victim with her child ■» « 
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ily, and from one generation to another, transfusionsorhy their spouses or sexual 

never lieydnd family bonds. Aids can- partners one wonders whether God 

not be a cur$e-because often those in- would punish the innocent along with 

fected are never-kpown to- have com-, guilty. The participants siudicd Ihe Bible 
mitted a grievous wrong lo-u felbw lo find justification for this belief, 
member of the family .and HI Vis often The Bible teaches that Grid has 
transmitted sexually to people outside vowed ncvciMo punish the innocent for 
thefnmilv i» r-.., — the sins of the guilty, and never to curse 

the entire earth again for the misdeeds 


selling worksliops organised bv MAP . BOCla nonna ' P» vin e judgment is asen : cably B w‘T«ui do anything to 

International's Aids project foodie jencepassed by God for breaking moral f . IqF events. Death is 

USAID through Fainilv'Healih Tnt« ^w.Tliejudgmenlcoiildhavepqiiitive, f Uci l»nts observed 

•ionalCTx^icipa^graS^m ’ • ] :W**S ^^athhastoS 

awareness and counselling-activities. 

lhis ^“ntracted ufter o.ubreakstaboo*: . : df vir^jwp^rticipinite 
curses, bewitching and °f dl JFleases ancestral spirita.Tlieycan ‘ evidence m 

turally and biblicSlly contraeteri an eyii s|>elj - , B ^jSS‘ A ^ si8 c«^ 

diseases. • 
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Ej*' Hiv/AIc} b »n- 

^ a raentber i 
member ' 




transmitted sexually „ 

the-fnniily circle. In vety few instances 
is incest a channel for HIV infection. 

A bisliop attending an Aids aware- 
ness workshop for 0. A. I.C clergy in 
western Kenya remarked that elders 
examine the past history of a person 
suspected to be suffering from a curse 
for any deviation from socinl norms 
before- concluding dial chirm is re- 
sponsible for Ihe inexplicable or irre- 
versible tragedy suffered. "This is done 
after medical examination fails lo diag- 
nose the cause of a person's illness;'* he 
says. "But doctors con diagnose HIV/ 

Aids infection and Ihe diseases lhat 
plague the PW A.” 

A curse can be- lifted after repen- seXunJ -behaviour. If one engages In sex 

tance and through ritual cleansing, tfet, • ouU{ide of marriage and with multiple 
many of those have performed rituals to Partners, ..there is probability of con- 

plf^nneA I llnmealuiu- nT 4h« IniCtlll^ HIVi" 

1 Participants realised that it is pos- 

llft In IiaU Until Irian If* llml A I J n 3- . 


tnw unitb veil mi again iui utc mistjceas 
of individuals, ll also leaches IhaLGod 
has extended his mercy' to the world 
through Jesus Christ. 

The concept of divine judgment is' 
illustrated in the Bible in (lircc different 
ways. 

Univercol judgment llial is a result 
of sin and no one is exempt from 
its effect. Suffering and hardship in the 
present world arc a result of rebel- 
lion from God. 

Aids may fall under the “cause-and- 
e Dec!” judgment since it is transmitted 
predominantly through irresponsible 
seXuoJ -behaviour. If one engages In sex 


j mi t w pi xwiiuw iiiuuia 

cleanse themselves of the presumed 
"curse" have never been known to re- 
cover. 


Moral guidelines 


doctor . :• NowilchdoclorcoluuUedlo-undo" 

^sssssaat 

with Aids. Medical . examination caii 
Qreparal- diagnose the presence of HIV. 

A»H« nlcA'nfADitmnrl in U 


siblc to hold both, views, that Aids is p 
curse or that Aids is npl a curse and 
justify them. But they leu rat that of . 
great sigriificancd were lhe responses to I 
Aids elicited when holding siich be- 
iiefs. ;■ • •' •• ■ 

When one gays that Aids is. a curse 
' one is saying. "I-iim riot Responsible for 
. ' my infection. The j>creon i who cursed 
hie : Is responsible for my iriftcljdri,". i 
: Is Alda a curst? Any wjiy qnalopks- 
nl'M. tl(e fact remains, itiSabchavioiiral * 

HicpncP lnnl nan ha nniinnUil A - 
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Why are Kanu politicians so 
scared of constitutional review? 


Porthcbelterpailoflastycarnnd 
this year, Kenyans of all walks of 
life hnvc expressed their wish to 
have the Kenyan constitution 
reviewed for obvious reasons. 

They have asked the govern- 
ment and its various relevant or- 
gans to look into wny* of reform- 
. ing the constitution so that it can 
accommodate political plural- 
ism, do away wifii outdated laws 
and above all, ensure that the 
constitution is one for nnd made 
by Kenyans. 

Since the repeal oF section 2 
(a) in late 1991, the majority of 
Kenyans hnve hoped thin the 
government will move yet again 
to work on the const iiuiiun to 
cpsure that it accommodates the 
new political changes, while dis- 
carding iho.se sections of the law 
that are no longer relevant. 

However, the government 
has been reluctant. Now people 's 
■ patience is running mil. They arc 
saying louder than ever before 
that the government must net now 
and not tomorrow. 

For those who undent i and 
matters of law more Ilian 1 do. 
they will tell you llml the cui|>li- 
luiiDii has grown old mid many 
of its sections arc today irrel- 
evant Tor modem governance. 

Legal experts will also tell 
you that the law in this country is 
mi longer respected like it was 
meant to he when ihe sialuie 
books were written many years 
ago. 

Unfortunately, file need for 
coiisiiLiiiiiui.il reform litis tacuinc 
political and (ho. government 
thinks llial those who want the 
law reformed are asking it to 
pack up and go. 

Kanu. the party in power, and 
its followers feel threatened by 
(hose dcmuigling coiistiliiiicuiiil- 
changes because they suspect (liul 
any such changes will trim their 
powers to size. 

I sympathise with their rea- 
soning. The ex is till g const i tui ion 

lias been abused by people in 
power with much impunity. It 
has been so open to manipula- 
tion nnd abuse that one fears thni 

unless something is done, then in 

a few years to come. Kenyans, 
especially those in powerful po- 
sitions, will do nnylhing and the 
law will not touch them. 

That aside, the politics or this 
country is subject to constitu- 
tional order and in oi ircase thcre- 
. fore-,.fiiat order is made and main- 
tained- by the government in 
power, Kanu. 

Immediately after sec tkni 2(a) 
was repealed the government, 
indeed ahy sincere government 
copimitted to political reforms, 
should have moved swiftly to 
conccl the rest of the consritu, 
tion so that it favours the new 
political changes ushered in by 
potyticnl pluralism in Kenya. 

IF.iha! was done, Ihe.Kunyan . 
people would not be makingihe 
many demands they are making ' 
now. • • 

v Presideiilfvfqi spoke thebl[y:r 
day. and in, his vipw k 'ilfqnt can 
never be any: levelling of politi- 
cpl field in Africa. Hc*wa« cat- 
egorical. that in Africa^ iaqd he,- ’■ 
I Was right.levelpqUficfllgrourids 
I do no| exist . !'" '■ n • •' 

1 : l- In my view, tlie gOYe^rihieht: ; 
.* .‘nfidils leader^ areriotjbeiipg kind ; 

I yp'KWiygns, Trie ^e^yaji fOrisii- 


cleoned. the government and its 
leader have no business saying 
no lo what the people waiA. 

Wrong 
move by 
new mayor 

For some reason, 1 used to like 
the fanner Nairobi Mayor, .Mr 
John Mwangi King'ori despite 
liis theatrics during his two years 
at City Hall. 

King’ori was. one man you 
could cosily speak to and laugh 
with and many television view- 
ers nnd those who had n chance 
of talking lo him personally will 
testify that lie was a very luimor- 
mis :mtl likeable character, may- 
oral competence or lack of it 
aside. 

Then in coities, the new city 
chief, Dick Wuweru, who for 
unknown reasons decided n» act 
so crudely that the majority uf 
those who know or read about 
wh:ii lie and his team did on the 
handing over day are still won- 
dering whether they really de- 
serve u«p city go ve mine hi n|. 
lives. 
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By James Katululu 


Those who did not like 
King’ori expected that City Hall 
would this time round lv blessed 
wuli more mature leadership. Bui 
at the handing, over ceremony, 
their hopes were crushed. The 
behaviour of the new mayor and 
company was so sickening that 1 
for one was convinced that they 

will not have much to ut ter. 

Nairobi City councillors, 
sorry to say this, have spent most 
ofllicir time heckling and shout- 
ing at each other since they were 
elected in 1 992 and the new team 
in office does not seem lik«? it 
will change any tiling. 

Mayor Waweru took over 
office with'so much negative 
storm lhat many of us can only 
pray that he will be able to man- 
age the trash lhat has continued 
to pile in the council offices since 
it was reconstituted in 1993., 

For a beginning, the new 
mayor had so many bad tilings* to 
say against liis former buss and ' 
this was exargerated even fur- 
ther by liis demand that Kingo ’ri 
vacates the riiiiy oral residence in 
a day so ihrit he could gain its 
occupation. As Kmgorihimself 
put it, 19 search fpr.u house and 
Occupy 'it in' this town is quite a* 
.talfptdCr. ^ ■ 1 - 

The 'demand fof Kipg’ori Ip- 
vacate the. rented 'residence in ; 
Kileleshwa was meant (o hn- • 
miUfttc'prul cnjbarrass him. Ftlr-I ■ 
fiterj lijpse taking qyer Eroq\ liliji':,; 

xymUed.td e)isurellui|;t'lieirt^iJ 
Ip^dgjeritedohiiv^uldin^^^ ; 
never h'a,v^ -jp* bhaii^e^of) heiria! ^ 
rjlecteiJ.to ij^t^frroe'aBnhi.'' ••• 
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I ^y.prasideh'l, 1 If fiiel tft«- tip 

C ;(Ka' tpnslifotiori iieqd^ to be, . \ Griunci] 1^ t Wa w irtU ris'! : 

: • ; j ::il .'I:.? ■: L I 


criously as wc perhaps did the 
former mayor. 

One -thing that Councillor 
Waweru iuusl understand, if he 
already docs not, is lhat the City 
Council does not belong lo him 
and his bunch of heckling col- 
leagues. If he docs riot under- 
stand this early enough, then I 
• fenrlio may have to face the same 
humiliation that he subjected 
King'ori juss like King'ori did to 
"magic” Steve Mwangi. Those 
who climb by ihe swrird fall by 
the same Your Worship. 

Hasten 
issuance 
of ID cards 

Nutiomd identity cards uud their 
issuance must not lx: politicised 
and those doing so are wrung mg 
Kenyans. 

Some politicians have allo- 
cated ilieiii selves die role of ad- 
vising Ihe waminchi how they 
should go about obtaining their 
klenlific.il ion papers for politi- 
cal reasons 

Identity voids are mu made 
loi political (i-iisuiis. They .ire 
not meant fm vutjug purposes 
only. They nre crucial pajX'rs that 
sue needed U»r iiiiiuv reasons, 
especially in ihiscuiinlry. where 
one eau easily go to jail simply 
lor not i-aiTvmg ihe erucial d> icu - 
me lit. 

A Keny an c annul imosaci any 
business with I tanks, obtain travel 
documents, be enrolled in learn 
ing institutions, obtain n driving 
licence ur engage m many other 
activities including participating 
in eleeuoiis. wnhnui a national 
identity surd 

That document many call 
kifhintlc or kihitnbiilisho is sc* 
cntcial that no one can afford to 
lake it lightly. 

When the issuance of t he new 
generation identity cards gen uu- 
dst way. many exacted lhat the 
government would make it easy 
for all those qualified to obtain 
their vilanihiilishn with ease and 
quickly. 

They hoped the government 
would mount public education 
campaigns lo sensitise them to 
goto the centres nearest ro (hem 
and acquire (Eieir cards trouble 
and cost free. 

Bui the issuance of these 
documents has now been over- 
politicised. Politicians are mak- 
ing capital from the viparute and 
those supposed lo issue them arc 
doing some funny business with 
litem. ■ ! • 

The government is playing a 
■ hide and seek game and making 
Kenyans feel like I hey 'are be ing 
doiia a favour to obtain new IDs. 

One cannot simply walk (q n 
centre arid have hisdclailsiaken 
and we ij for a mon th qrso for the 
now identity card. !t r la. talcing 
lodger than that. Many have been 
subjected Id cheap and lneleyant 
questions wh ile various political 
statemeiiisribqut these IDs have 
discouraged many froth obtain* 
ihg this document. ’ 

I Polilicftn*( pH thooiherhttnd, . 
rtiusi' know fiitrt Ops aro hot Is- > 

: (iufcd:; fqr. Vot^ptJiposes Orilyi, , 

; :VoH(ig;is just b^of'dtoab^jtjnr- .. 

af^iiiiy|is.oirtd|yifrai^gh^ ; 
i/lbrwitj !nthis;bouqtiy v -.ab ®]ls 

lifll lieipest^ry 4ri vblirig ftotJiCT . 

.i^en ti fixation,; qacituieiilsare ‘ , 
avni table: i: - ’ )■'; v 't;‘ * • 


V t \\ 



r i 




V-i;*;! *' 

: : r.ii 






Just where are the ‘mighty’ men of God? 

UniM unit nunv nuta/l unkirvalt' Fh>i m • 


Have you ever asked yourself 
why thing* nrc happening the 
way they are in this country in 
oreasofcotrupiion.roud carnage. 
Aids scourge, poverty, ignorance 
nnd other social ilia? Have you 
ever wondered whether Gad is 
alive or dead? 

Of course God' is alive given 
that every week there is. a big 
crusade at TJhuru Park while ev- 
cry other social hall is full of 
worshipers on Sunday. The same- 
. istrueduring.weckdays.Didyou 
for example know that lunch lime 
meetings in the city have he- 
' conic common phenomenon? 

Much as this country blos- 
soms with Christian faith, the 


By Ndlrangu Wachlhl 

above mentioned socinl ills exist 
■linking one wonder wlicthcr 
there is n conflict between our 
understanding of Christian faith 
and life in the world. 

Life today revolves around 
issues related to freedom, powci 
(politics) law nnd order, morals, 
gender balance nnd the whole 
spectrum of human rights (indi- 
vidual freedom). 

A Christian has on obligation 
to lake the. centre stage in all 
these areas. To deny iliis is to 
deny one's existence because (he 
physical, nienrai nnd spiritual 
needs arc what encompass hu- 


manity. Christians know they 
were created in God’s image 
therefore these needs become 
Godly needs. 

„ One of the fundamental Chris- 
iinii principles is the principle of 
love which Christ said is the 
greatest commandment — "Love 
the Lord your God with all power 
and might nnd love thy neighbour 
as thyself". 

Christians have a role in the 
world to further love. Love is loo 
brand to lx? left in n micro or 
individual level. The world tech- 
nological advancement calls for 
mncro-lovc where you go be- 
yond your immediate neighbour 
to the community and whole so- 


CPK bishops set 
agenda for Lambeth 


The alleviation of poverty and 
development of good leadership 
arc issues likely to rank high on 
the African bishops' agenda for 
the ten-yeurly Lambeth Confer- . 
enccfor Anglican Bisltops sched- 
uled for 1998. And the Lambeth 
Confc rence will be asked to lobby 
with governments of the North 
to “forgive us our debts.” 

At n pre -Lambeth meeting 
held recently in Mombasa, all 1 9 
bishops of the Church of the Prov- 
ince of kenya (CPK) agreed that 
the most important social issue 
for the African church Is poverty 
nml a general feeling of 
marginalization. 

‘ The Rev Joyce Karuri, a fa- 
cilitator, observed that -people 
behave desperately when they 
arc in desperate conditions thus 
poverty has led to violence and 
family break-ups a nd lack of con- 
cern for others. 

“The poverty of developing 
nation s affects humanity because 
there is no security, there is a lot 
of degradation of the environ- 
ment, plots and school hind end 
up being sold with no regard for 
the future." said live Rev Karuri 
who is also the Director of 
Cmmunicaliuns imheCPK Dio- 
cese of Kirinyaga. 

Violence, said the Kc Rev 
Samson Mwnluda of tlic Dio- 
cese ofTni la Tnvcta, Coast Prov- 
ince, is further porpetuntod 
through the media. 

The solution to these was seen 
fts twofold. It includes on the one 
level a realistic solution to the 
external debt crisis and fair trial 


uig, and on the other mobilize 


lion of better and honest leader- 


ship as well ns conditions of ser 


Poverty, the meeting heurd. 
has pushed corrupt ioi) to every 
plane of society, not excluding 
secular and church le ado r* i They 
use their positions to both grab 
nnd amass as security for t lie 
ftifurc. But wjth a belter eco- 
nomic and welfare sclwine to 


prepare hsoqdrs (hr retirement. 
Ih? threat of an insecure, fill ttre 
lyould be minimized, . ' . . * • 

• • . ..Tile church leaders obtteivcd 
| thal true democracy- wife! i^ccdcd 
hi the ehulrch to ensure more 
'mufepofciicy, but ‘this sltobid be 
' W c 'ScdMeollbjielity ijiidcoji-.i 


Bishops should adopt u simple 
lifestyle, without destroying the 
credibility and integrity of a min- 
ister o ft lie Gospel of Jesus Christ . 

But it was perhaps the reality 
of the fragile unity in the church 
tliuc stirred the most emotions. 
Still fresh with the memories of 
the 1994 genocide in Rwanda, 
emphasis was pul on the 
reconciliatory role of the church. 

“There are divisions in. the 
church basedondoss, race, tribe, 
laud tenure etc. Those need to be 
overcome through leaching about 
the sanctity of human life, em- 
phasizing the doctrine of cre- 
ation, human dignity and oquul- 
ity of all people made in the 
image of God,'* the first confer- 
ence documcnLsnys. 


The bishops also acknowl- 
edged the tremendous influence 
of mass media, violence through 
movies and screening of wars, 
all of which visit people, right in 
their living rooms through tele- 
vision sets. Family members can- 
not even face one another ill tlicir 
homes without the stranger - the 
TV, to which very few positive 
values can be traced. 

So. Lambeth will lie asked to 
help lobby for production and 
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screening of good movies that 
promote unity nnd pisitivc val- 
ues. Bill nlxivc all. the church 
needs to awaken from her stupor 
and set nn agenda rather than 
react to what others have done. 

Noting that the church tended 
to be comfortable with most 
things and watched helplessly as 
young people went drown to the 
devil, llic Duaii of tile Province 
the Rt Rev David Gilnii said: 
“We should point out the close 
connection between Christians 
and African initiation rites espe- 
• cinlly the sacrum en is of haptisin 
und confirmation. We would like 
the body of Cluisl to lie more 
com mi tied to the Christian up- 
bringing or children and initia- 
tion into Anglienn thoughts and 
practice, so that they are not lured 
away into modern culls." 

The accept m ice and recogni- 
tion of homosexuals within the 
Anglican Communion is likely 
hi be of major concern in the next 
Lambeth meeting. Fronted by the 
American Church which has al- 
ready ordained a non-celibale 
homosexual to tliudiaconate, the 
move, unless ’strongly opposed, 
may lie a first step in making the 
practice legally acceptable within 
thd Communion. 

Apart, from the ordination of 


women, an issue that purlieu 
larly sparked controversy in its 
ourly in its early stages in 1982. 
homosexuality is the one issue 


which is likely to tear the Angli 
can Communion right down (Ik 
middle. 

For the Kenyan church loud- 
ers. homosexuality is yet to be 
come a major issue Tor the local 
church. - But the bishops never 
the less agreed to offer a scliol 
urly response with understand- 
ing mid sunpiiiviiy as to why it is 
uo| it problem in Kcnyim today. 

It is important, they said, not 
to let tlie key. issues of poverty 
and' culture Ire hijacked by the 
! homosexuality/ debate. : But ■ “il 
-flic bishops' of Kcifyu remain si- 
lent tHMlicliSsue, they may full 
Ireliilid oil it because Others tire 
presenting aggressive - v iew-t on 


ctuly. 

While on earth. Christ identi- 
fied with the needs of others - 
physical, menial and spiritual, 
through healing the sick, leach- 
ing, praying etc. 

Love has to be understood as 
what God does to make man free 
and this is why the whole notion 
of salvation becomes salvation 
for economic justice, tiuman dig- 
nity and of hope. 

So when a Christian keeps 
quiet when things are wrong lie 
becomes an accomplice ro and 
denies the faith in the teaching of 
ClirisL- 

When one travels m a matatu 
and the tout smokes thus incon- 


veniencing non-smokers such ns 
mother nnd babies, the Christian 
in that vehicle has every right to 
resist this behaviour. There is 
need to change from timidness 
nnd passivity to action. 

Every society has a value 
structure that unites people within 
il. There is therefore need foi 
liberation or overthrow of those 
structures thnt prevent or deny 
individuals right toTrcsh air. safe 
driving, elcand creation ofsiruc- 
lures that facilitate their’ meet- 
ing. 

This brings us to the whole 
issue of power and politics. Hu- 
man society from pre-hislorical 
days hns a centre of power. En- 


gagement in politics is acting 
within the urea of power, which 
is the ability to do something to 
effect or achieve positive results. 

This is where we Christians 
fail terribly. We have given out 
all our powers to others. Remem- 
ber- Cluisl told ns that He has 
given us power and authority on 
cnrlh. 

Ask yourself where your 
power is when a matatu driver 
overspeeds and you cannot lake 
charge. Where is your power 
when you pass faulty accounts 
simply because they come from 
your boss'? 

Where is your power wheti 
Turn to Page IS 


Once every ten yctirs, the bishops of the Anglican Communion world- 
wide meet at Lambeth Palace , England, to map out key areas for 
involvement in the coming decade. Il is here mat crucial issues like llic 
ordination of women are set. Kenyan and Southern Afrit an hi shops met 
recently to discuss priorities for their countries, reports June Gituu 
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The TV... stranger Whose influence is felt right in the ftimily living room. Laitfbelh will 
bfe asked to lobby for screening of good movies. . 


it.” said Dr Robert Song, a facili- 
tator from the ’University of 
Durham, United Kingdom. 

The Province of Kenya, with 
an Anglicuu following of 3 mil- 
lion faithful docs not have u 
woman bishop. However, lire 
provi nee has 40 ordained women 
priests among 19 bishops and 
l .200 priests, serving in 22 dio- 


A.nd m southern Africa, the 
Synod of Bishops met in Febru- 
ary to consider l he Lanibci h Con- 
fereiK'c themes. They we rejoined 
by representatives of the Prov- 
inces of Central Africa and the 
Indian Ocean. They re Heeled on 
the recent period of greul chungu 
vrilhin llic province, especially 
in South Africa. Mozambique 
tmdAqgola. 

jSuid Archbishop Desmond, 
Tut il, elueriius bishop of Cape:, 
Town litu] former head- or ||i. 
Anglican Church in, South A'Jv 
rictl; ‘Tile challenge oj'.tljg church 
is Irf lahuur with Gpd, io help: 

- C^'s.'c^Mdren m b&tjmo cydr H 

! - . ■! i 


more fully human which is a 
glorious destiny.’ 

In particular the church needs 
to engage in the secular debate 
on how best moral and and etlii- 
. cal foundations of society could 
be promoted. Added Tutu; “It is 
the right of- nil baptized Chris- 
tians to have access to a spiritu- 
ality lluil will enable them to ■' 
engage critically as Christians, 
both as individuals and us mem- 
bers of the community of faith, 
in these vital public issues.” Tlic 
issues include human rights, hu- 
man sexuality, racism nnd the 
family. 

The bishops highlighted the. 
primary task of evangelism in 
, their region. Emphasis was pin 
' on the sea rch for dynainic minis- 
try. Iri .this context there was 
clearly a greater r6!e for the laity ' 
to piny lo ^frec lhCordiiincd min- : ’’ 
iatry to riffochs its vocaiioii " 

. It was 'I toped 1 that ilia region 1 
coiiid qffer some reftoefibh bn' '■[ 
, how to. avoid the iii nr^ti rial i s«it : 

.of those without pd We r fin 
•Vrlth 1'tlUd tHiift 


this part of the African Church 
will be ending for the Lambeth « 
Conference to give time ft jr c*!* 
region' to give presentations of 
their life, culture and concerns. j 
Each province of llic meeting 
will now prepare its- own sub- 
mission and covering report, fo- ■ 

cusingon the major (tfeasofeom- 

mon concern which the region^ . . 

would like to see on the Lambw . .. ■ 

Conference agenda. . ,1 

The Lnmhctli Conference h» ; r 
since 1898 broiigh| together flH, 

the bishops pl’ihc Ariglicari Coin* 1 . 

inurtion to niupout strategic? foi . -. , 

Ihcchurchcs; hiyovciiiciit tsvery /: ' 

ten years. \ , -, l . is. ;! 

' The Communion ■ ] 

eonsUut . of j3? proyi nces j 

m-tHnr nil Air'hl>i^h<iO.T7lc hctldi'.. l |!' , l 
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Life and times of Kenya’s 
first woman deputy V-C 


Her greatest joy (which she docs 
not hide) is that she is a flag 
bearer at not only the University 
of Nairobi, but in the whole of 
the Kenyan academia. Professor 
Florida Amakobe Karani is the 
Grst Kenyan woman Deputy Vice 
Chancellor. She is in-charge- of 
academic affairs. 

• The duties attached to this 
senior position include being re- 
sponsible for degree 
programmes, syllabi regulations, 
examinations, post-graduate 
studies, research, admissions, 
student academic and welfare 
services and staff academic af- 
fairs. 

With this challenge, Florida 
advices girls in secondary schools 
and other institutions of higher 
learning should never to give up. 
Instead, they should always aim 
high and make the best use of 
opportunities at their disposal. 

"But I must also add Jiere that 
ore-girls should never feavc God 
out of.lheir lives. At the same 
time, aelf-discipline is n must.” 
Prof Karani told me in her office 
recently. 

Married to Hyram Karani, nn 
economist now in consultancy in 
Nairobi, the don confided that 
two of their three children arc 
studying in the United States of 
America where they pursue pure 
sciences. The last born recently 


By Seth Muslsl 

completed Alliance High School 
and is about to start reading elec- 
trical engineering at university. 

. She attributes her success to 
iter mother, Jcsicah Eshinali, a 
79-year-old retired (eaoher who 
is commonly refered to as 
“Mwalimu Jesicah” in. her 
Mwitukha village, Bunyore; 

Her mother is an unrelenting 
disciplanarian and this contrib- 
uted to Florida’s hard work at 
school. It also shaped hcrcharac- 
tcr. 


And of her late father, Ber- 
nard Opaka Amayamu 
Okwembn, who was also a school 
teacher, a medical officer and a 
pastor of the Church of 
God, Florida says lie was equally 
an enabling factor in her success. 

“I remember vividly what he 
used to tell us; that we should 
never give up. He could say that 
with determination and clear 
objectives, we arc like flowing 
water which can never, be 
stopped,” says the second born 
in a family of six girls and three 
boys. 

Although she does not have 
readily available statistics, the 
don does not think Kenyan 


women are much left behind 
when it comes to positions of 
. responsibility compared to other 
African countries. 

“Recently 1 attended a Forum 
for African Women Education- 
alists at- Mt Kenya Safari Club 
where 27 countries were repre- 
sented and It re-in forced my feel- 
ing that after ^11 Kenyan women 
may not be so far off, even (hough 
upward movement should some- 
how bo stepped up by everybody 
concerned." she says. 

Florida concedes that women 
in rural areas may not be reaping 
thft benefitsof adcveloping coun- 
try like (heir counterparts in ur- 
ban centres. But there arc also 
many women in the city who arc 
•equally disadvantaged. 

Says sire-. “I think for any 
country, one has to stimulate 
economy which advantages ev- 
erybody, be they farmers, teach- 
ers or business community andit 
is up to everyone to make the 
bast use of resources available. 1 ' 

Prof Karani sees no justifica- 
tion- for those who claim to be 
poor, especially in many parts of 
Western Province, which has 
plenty of rainfall, good vegeta- 
tion, fertile soil nnd conducive 
climate all-year round. 

“One would expect thnt the 
people in these nrcas would be 
wary of poverty, lienee lake to 


planting of various crops which 
they would depend on for do- 
mestic use and bartering, if you 
like,” she says. 

She asserts that the best way 
to improve the status of women 
in this country is through educa- 
tion of girls who are future moth- 
ers. Education is capable of mak- 
ing most of them self-sufficient. 

Florida, who worships at St 
Francis, Karen, likes travelling 
and jogs for leisure. 


How about the future? "I like 
living real life where l am, not 
building castles. 1 believe in do- 
ing what you have to do and 
doing it well." 

Prof Karani, who is aPhD in 
Education holder from the -Uni- 
versity of Pittsburgh, United 
Slates, says it was at Bu tore Girls 
in Kakamcga where her life wns 

shaped' under Miss Miles, die 
headmistress. 

“It was here wc learnt for the 
first time about discipline, even 
cubicles were not for everybody 
as small girls were separated from 
the bigger ones.” sire says. 

She rcnifmhcra-twa girls in 
her class who in 1962 qualified 
to join Allionco Girls from 
Buterc. They are Elizabeth 




Prof Karani... never leave God out of your life. 

Mnsiga (Chief inspector of wqin on tube appointed manager 

Schools) ami Maiy Elizabeth of Barclays Bank. West lands 
Okelo who" in 1977 wns the first branch. 


There’s no excuse for stopping breastfeeding prematurely 


By Jane NaltQro 

Some mothers slop breastfeeding 
prematurely because they want 
to look young; they must shed 
links with the baby. Others think- 
breastfeeding causes breasts to- 
”8 

For the career woman. ll is 
often the conflict with office rou- 
tine that forces her to abandon 
breastfeeding. Yetothers believe 
breastfeeding is unhygienic. 

A secretary. with a local non- 
governmental organisation 
(NGO), Ms Mary! Wambua, cites 
cases of babies who refuse to 
breastfeed, although in most 
cases women slop breastfeeding 
prematurely because they “want 
to look chick... they do not want 
their breasts to 'Collapse.'" 

Echoing the plight of the ca- 
reer woman, Ms Gladys Waceke* 
s banker, says “some women feel 
embarrassed' when nrilk oozes 
our in the middle olf meetings 
*ilh their male workmates be- 
cause they have spent long hours 
without breastfeeding. Such 
women may wean their babies 
earlier to cope with the demands 
of their career. 

In fact, there exist nursing' 
brasequipped with breast shields . 
jo B»ard against the kind of em- 
barrassment cited above. 

Whatever Ihc rqisons moth-., 
ers give for abandoning 

breastfeeding, , babies who 

breastfeed fop. less than the rec- 
Ommendediwo years suf fer emo- 
«°na) and other health roiateci 
problem’s.' ,.,. 

.To reverse die declining trend , 
to breasfeeding! worldwide, ha-'- 
^tfralUver ihi? world 1 observe . 
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Everlasting bond... Breastfeeding fosters closer bohd 
between mother and child thail anything else. 


the Breastfeeding Weekbe tween 
August 1 to 7 under different 
themes, “Breastfeeding os a com- 
munity responsibility" was ihc ■ 
theme for this-, year. The week 
was meant tosensitise society on 
its role in breasfeeding support. 

: In Kenya, activities marking 
. the wbtk entailed visits to hospi- 
tals to assess their baby 
. frond linosii, sensitisation 

' programmes through religious 
organisations and .counselling 
Besaidiis’ to young mpthcia, 

; cording to h member of (hd Nfjr 
tiona) Infanj Feediii^ ^teeriii^ 
Commit!** •(IFSC)..^s:An)V 
’. Awqri, - ..*'7 : 

. ; Brosistfotdlng’experjsr^briti . 

men<t four iiwntljs ofexeloriV^- 

'i ■ 1 ' -i o'.’, j x.' L. at Ik a kt^ix Pari K. 


formulas are introduced to the 
baby. BrcastCcedingshould there- 
after continue for up to 24 months 
while other foods arc introduced. 

. Among the breast milk sub-, 
stitulas mpthcrjs uso in the coun- 
try are powdered milk, trianufoc • 

■ tured cereals, porridge and juices. 
..Ahhough breast milk suppje- 
. ments nrc vital ip crises where the 
- mother dies during diijd birth or 
whejl Bbe is unable to product* 

! enough milk; fl»ey are prono;to 
: contattunaiioii and could pore a 

J If jiiiAti nt-A mivn'rl nr. Hi.- 


hoqs all over: % .world 1 observe Li^Wtfeedin^befQre q|her |iifai}t ; 

1 ■ „ v. v •• *. - t \ . j. J j 


i vrtasolt rpj , | : ces^bdn ,of ; 

J1& iwpl? ;.6fterl.-- & 
if 'problem' : . pj?'dfi ;,lytAfe^lf ns\ 

: '+ C’ ' .7, • tr - ^ ’ tv ■- l .i ' • 


ficicnt milk. 

A programme o fficer wi ill the 
Breastfeeding Information 
Group (BIG), Ms Ingrid Van 
Bouudyjik, says 3,000 to 4.000 
infants around the world die ev- 
ery day due to- contaminated 
breast milk substitutes. 

According to a V/oild Bank 
publication) Better Health in Af- 
rica, 1994. notable causes of 
under-five child illnesses and 
mortality like perinatal and para- 
sitic infections can be prevented 
through proper breastfeeding. 
The mortality rate for children 
under five in most African coun- 
tries ranges from 100 to 200 
deaths per 1 ,000 live births. 

In Kenya, child death rates 
range from 74 to 194 per 1 ,000 
live births, the publication states. 
"If a baby is well brewffcd, diar- 
rhoea, respiratory tradt infection s 
nnd intestinal problems will be 
controlled." Bouudyjik says. 

Breast milk, she says, is rich 
in vitamins, proteins, nnd outi- 

'bodies, especially colostrum -the 

first milk that is produced by die 
mother immediately after birth. 
The milk \i also rich in lipids, a 
siibstapce lhnt helps ili brain de- 
velopment.' . -, ■ 

' Afrori observes 1 that well , 
breastfed babies grow healthier 
compjifed to Ihelreariijbr weaned 
. counterparts, ■ Oilier a^lvo n|agps 

■„ ' of breast fefcdingiTWliidfiincrcaB- 

' : ing the baby's j lmmi! iily. pta-. 

. motjiig (ihtld.spacjiife, rpdnoiiig; 
. po^pari^r hecmOfrhago, jiitd 
■ ' preyei^ iidri ofbreiast ^d'pvajito; 

pitn A '•'[! ' ; : . ' i:-'/v - 1 r; ■ f ; 

: ,v A .ihoyicr of Mary 

v .WBjiibuab b^qy apfr 

i : ' iiiiliV .he'vWir W&sjWi$yl' 


stopped only when she had n 
long trip to make outside the 
country. “Otherwise I would have 
continued till he was four . I know 
a friend whose- son is four and 
still brcasfecds when he returns 
from school," she says. 

Breastfeeding can be main- 
tained during travel by. regular 
hand expression o f breast m ilk to 
sustain production. According to 
Wambua. breastfeeding has. Bn 
invaluable role of strengthening 
bonds between the child anf the- 
mother. Neither does the ageing 
argument move her for "there 
are women whose breasts sag 
even though they have never 
breastfed,” she says. 

The 1996 Breastfeeding 
Week sought the concerted ef- 
foTis of groups, individuals, gov- 
ernments, public and private in- 
stitutions, employers and .the 
media, to promote breastfeed ing. 
Mrs .Rosemary Aye',- ft member 
pftlielFSC sn^s the breailfeeding 
initiative requires support rigid 
from the hospital lovtl where the 
mother a.ltohds pre-natal, deliv- 
ery end pcislnlitnl dare. ‘‘Hospt* 
mis should havepolicies thnt sup- 
. TOrtbrenstfeediuBr'shd sfiy.s. ; 

. 'These- efrqr is should then 
move tolhccbmiiipnilywlici J ea i 
breastfeeding ipolhersliould be 
relieved pf domestic chores; to 
. alloiv Iwr. time-jo feed, the baby. 

. . . Awori ?nj(s;irqlilitiOniil sdc)-.. 
: eljcs , recognised . for \ 

■ iiiDtlicre' to. : l^iicfitfrojii ' addfi , 

i t tonal c^bpifcur^rt.,";;^ , ex r 
. ■ tejirtod tftrplly prov idedi'a ' jix. 

‘ V wock pe^idd'df. rfcsl iaful'iecjkJ r 

Ittsl ’ riiAlli ak! rt rlA . 


Mrs Grace Kibuaof Kenyattn 
National Hospital (KNH) says 
the community can support 
breastfeeding by forming sup- 
.port groups to sensitise mothers 
that they can fully meet their 
infants' nutritional and psycho- 
logical needs through 
breastfeeding. Traditional birth 
attendants, who huve exceptional 
knowledge and skills related to 
child birth and care, could be 
used for this task. 

’ “The community can Also 
boost the morale ol'breastfeeding 
women, especially the single 
adolescent mu titers and discour- 
; age practices that do not facili- 
tate breast feeding," she says. 

- The Breaslfeeing Week lias 
been marked worldwide over the 
lost five yean: It is organised by 
the World Alliance, for 
Breastfeeding Action (WABA) 

-iu liaison with the United Na- 
■ lions ’Children's . Fund 
(UNICBF). -Thentos.of past 
' .' breastfeeding , weeks have re- 

V voWed wound encouraging an 

• environment thiit is- mother- 
friendly -nt the work-placo, cn- 

: forcing tbe breas I Teeding code, 
inid emi>owering womein' tO 

,■ btoastfeed.* . 

• - . Organisations par Ujtipoting in 
jicriv.il l«s • to' - murk .. Hid 

. breastfeeding week iitciudA the 
Kenya . Bureau of - Standards 
, ! (KBS>,. l he W.Orld' Health v 
:|j;V Organisnllon ^jVHO)., the Min-; , 
i$uy ,o f Health: (Moll), Unjv ^r- 
1 rilsity ;.'of, Nairobi, }‘ : KNH,';Heayi( 

'{ Vot>d Jirrd Nnlritib^ AcuoirNui- : 
•f. vroi^tK^? AN)i tire ■ 

-'ll : Mvi imKi r.WM Gnunni I . nntonit odi- ' 


: i|ntn he 'dfria 

i ’ ''[I ■ -Jfi-VC " "I ' r 1 * ’. 
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Level playing 


ground? Not 




here, says Moi 


By Blamuel Nlururl 


As the clock ticks closer to the second 
multiparty general elections next .year. 
President Daniel arap Moi has vowed to 
remain in power come what- may. Recent 
statementsaliTibuted lo the Kenyan lender, 
his government and tlic ruling party Kanu, 
Ioave no doubts that he is determined to 
use every possible trick and whatever it 
takes, including ex tra- legal means lo cling 
to power. Even those who may have 
thought the president was remotely inter- 
ested in promoting free and fair ns well as 
peaceful democratic pluralistic, politics 
now have serious doubts. 

During his defector- fishing trip to the. 
predominant opposition LnoLand, Presi- 
dent Moi came out in his true.colours on 
the issue of his government facilitating 
the contentious political level ploying 
ground prior to the election):. At a public 
meeting in Kisumu, at which in a rare 
gesture, he allowed opposition Members 
of Parliament to '‘.greet the audience" the 
president was requested by human rights 
legislator Dr Ooko-Ombako. the MP for 
Gem, to ensure that the government pro- 
vided level playing ground for all politi- 
cal parties as the country .gears towards 
next year's election to enhance the fragile 
demonetisation process. 

For such level playing ground lo be 
actualized the FORDrKenya legislator, 
like many other progressive democrats, 
even some in the ruling party Kanu, wns 
anxious that lire, provincial administra- 
tion would stop using draconian laws 
inherited from the colonial ruleao deny, 
inter alia, public meetings without per- 
mits. 

Such meetings would not be cancelled 
in the eleventh hour or cancelled while in 
progrcss.on the flimsy grounds that the. 
president or government have been 
“abused". Further, (list the riot police 
would not be deployed lo disrupt opposi- 
' lion Tallies. 

Similarly the. media, including the 
government- controlled Kenya Broadens l- 
ing Corporation, would be free to report 
on the activities of both the ruling nnd 
'opposition politicians without the fear 
for reprisal, impoundment and disman- 
t li ng of printing presses. 

‘ This could be done through the repeal 
ofdraconian coloniaLJaws still in Kenya's 
statute books that arediscriminately used 
by the Kenyan authorities against the 
opposition, Ihe moinstrcam and indepen- 
dent media. Kenyan judges could also 
declare the archaic and dracbnlal laws 
ulra vires the constitution were it not far 
the fear of the executive interference. 

In response President Moi minced no 
words. He categorically-declared: “Poli- 
tics ls.not like football where you have 
a level playing ground, in Africa, you 
. allow a level playing ground -and you 
will be rousted. 11 This is a self-explana- 
tory testimony of the typical recipe of 
'. political environment Kenyans will have 
, to facfe come next year's elections! 

: j’ ;• ,(3h the ticBls of.lhis dramaiic presi- 
■' .depth)!' disclosure, President Mol made it 
- .■ clear id-llie world thjat he woplddircct tlie 
■ { jed^wt of ,the electoral' system 'come 
jnex^yeor. Thc chairman of the Electoral 
Coriynissiein (re(i)td) • jj ustice .Zacheiis 
^idwumapter^cprdejj KbC press 
, erjh^fe jlpld j dtiriulists; that the > old 

IliA niknrd.hAJi.ilnA 1 J 1 . _i»- 


Rurt man run.*, a policeman 
(Right) chases away people from 
an alleged illegal public 
gathering. 
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Just ice, Chesoni... press 
conference nof broadcast 

lion and therefore allow nil Kenyans to 
vote in the elections. 

Chesoni 's voice was still echoing 
around the KBC's studio aecouslics when 
a statement was issued from Nakuru State 
House in which the president categori- 
cally declared that only the second gen- 
eration cards would be used in voter reg- 
istration. Again he left no doubts where 
his stakes were. 

The ink in which the statement was 
authored had not dried on the Slate House 
stationery when a groupof 1 8-opposilion 
MPs called for an urgent meeting be- 
tween Kanu and the opposi iron to discuss 
the appointment and composition of the 
next Electoral Commission. 

The- MPs has discovered that the 
Chcsoni Commission’s Five-year tenure 
of office expires on September 25. since 
its appointment on September 26, 1991, a 
political discovery that was dismissed as 
inconsequential by both the ruling Kanu 
and presidential appointee' Chesoni. To. 
them rhe question of the new Electoral 
.Commission is the- prerogative of the 
president and not constitutional. 

' Such nn argument candidly support 
claims that the Kanu leadership is not - 
interested intile qppoi nt me nt of an" inde- 
pendent" Electoral Commission .This 
goes i, long way to- support statements 
nilrilutiedio close associates of the presi- 
de Ul that "one does not give the enemy a 
knife, to slaughter him". Thu late Mz.ee 
Jomo Kenyallu, Kenya's original urehi- 
. lecl of one party political system, would 
have quoted the Kikuyu parallel adage 
that says "a cow is not shown ilia rope to 
w used to tieii fur slaughter", 
j ■' It Is therefore;' quite clear that Prcsi- 
. degt Moi may not be hi niiy hurry ip send 
i entire Cliesoni leant pack mg'. Cllesoni 

j. himself mgy have Caused considerable 
j. consternation ip the powers that be when 
! hq started paying like the proverbial i 
desert camel by seeking inorc legislative 
powersio control 1 the' electoral system. 

Ha may havje gone overboard iiysug 
gesting that a new Elections Ac) should ! 


tj jat IteFl^tbritl comni issioii ciuid over 






rule President -Moi ’s political life -lire in 
provincial admin istrni ion oil malleus of 

Titciiiiitg of cumpaign meetings. 

Chcsoni also ruffled the feathers of 
Kami's hjgwigs who have closely moni- 
tored lire issuance of the secuud genera- 
tion ID cafds as a priority in Kanu zones 
and to its sympathetic ethnic (tribe is 
better) groups. 

To suggest that both the new and the 
old cards would be used in voter registra- 
tion, which he said may start around 
November or "December, came to pre- 
election rigging wizards as a betrayal by 
Chesoni. No wonder the Nukum Stale 
. House walls had cars to the ground. 

However, Chesoni has performed 
quite well as a nominee of one of the 
players in the forthcoiningelcci ions, par- 
ticularly in the conduct of numerous de- 
fcctor-induced by-elections. He has 
blamed the law for not empowering him 
lo order his hand-picked returning offic- 
ers to allow critical recounts as it hap- 
pened recently in Nairobi’s West lands 
constituency. 

Giesoni, therefore, stands a 50-50 
clinncc of retaining his chairmanship if 
only to complete his delicate assignment 
of crafting additional constituencies 
whose number continued lo grow ns the 
elections draw nearer. 

Lute last yenr President Moi, calling * 
for more constituencies',- said' lie would 
have problems distributing the current 
legally allowed 1 2sents. There is no legal 
provision for the President lo distribute 
any, let nlonc create new constituencies. 

Chesoni later said a minimum of addi- 
tional 50 constituencies were necessary. 
He nowsnys the minimum number shonld 
be in the region of .60 and 10 per cent of 
total sails should be reserved for women 
with another five scats for the disabled. 
An additional 60 seats calved out of the 
so-called Kanu zones, as is most prob- 
able, would ensure a Kanu two-thirds 
' parliamentary majority. 

Pointing towards his rc-appoinlmcnt, 
the Electoral Commission boss told the 
abortive KBC press conference that they 
hHd collected Views from 47 districts and 
Would finish with the remaining 12 by 
September. 

He did not indicate whether lie would 
beat die September 25 deadline when his 
tenure expires. Eveii if he did lie would 
require several other months to compile 
his final report and rccrimmendniioris. . 

. This would be necessary especially where '• 
new administrative units have been cre- 
ated! ■ ' ; . 

True, since the multiparty elections in ! 
1992, a lot pf change in the *dc[d--politi- ‘ 
qpl and cconoibic spheres has lake place: 
Kenyans have embraced a .multi-par iy V 
Jibliilcal system, but th^ pnee. for better . 
or for worse, has been slow tind in sortie- N 
“*** conditions hav-fe b«n detorbratipfe, i i 
' particularly in areas of toalc-sanetionSd !’- r 
political defections^ /corruption and ufe - ■ 


' K !)' " 


5*. !&* 


of extra-legal means to harass media 
practioners. Now the government lias put 
its re-elections machinery into full steam. 

To diminish the principle of checks 
and balance which would impact on trass ■ 
parcncy and accountability and give 
Kenyans^arameiers on which to judge 
the Kanu government performance when 
tho elections come, Kanu politicians arc 
determined lo control the crucial Parlia- 
mentary Public Accounts and Investments 
committees. 

An idea mooted on the pretext of 
providing the proportional representation 
in Kanu-doiiiinated Parliament and par- 
tially -shelved is now in full gear. This is 
a calculated design to deny the opposi- 
tion the power to question the massive 
multi-bill ion-shilling looting of public 
funds. 

Such plunder would have forced many 
a civilised government to resign ages 
ago. Now the Kanu government is fearful 
(hat continued disclosures of the wanton 
theft of public funds and assets such as 
government plots could influence, as they 
should, Kenyan voters next year. T&hang 
to power, Kanu wants nothing of the sort. 


The unfolding scenario as the Kanu 
regime fine tunes its re-clcction machine, 
the media is likely to be bombarded with 
pro-system propaganda authored by uni- 
versity dons and pseudo-political ana- 
lysts in a manner reminiscent of the pre- 
1992 elections media blitz. 

Some of the dons known to have been 
closely associated with the Youth for 
Kanu (YK-92) have of late been sharpen- 
ing their pens to -discredit progressive 
democrats. In a recent article- a public 
university- vice-chancellor claimed 
Kenyan universities were basking in un- 
fettered autonomy. He also has the knack 
to pen-a broadside that claimed that most 
articles critical of the Kenyan govern- 
ment prior to the 1992 elections pub- 
lished by the local media were- written 
and paid fpr by foreigners. 

-Indeed, such Kanu -government ap- 
pointed dons would like Kenyans to be- 
lieve that, foreigners had- to write for 
. Kenyans lo tell them that detention with- 
out trial is u neons titutiohal, that the Pub- 
lic Order, Sedition, Treason and other 
draconian acts are inconsistent with the 
Constitution. 

They too had to place paid up articles 
to tell Kenyans that their roads weire a 
maze of camage-prone-vehicle damag- 
ing potholes, there were no drugs in pub- 
lic hospitals! ,:the economy was being 
looted and run down add that mhlti- 1 
patyism was es alien to the African cul- 
ture as; the Gbldenberg ^scandal waS an 
invent iod by the green people from Mats. 
This is in ljne.jvith this constant olajms, 
albeit ltife; that tlie opposition -irtaster- 
:riiipded and copied qul ilie eihriic ol^hes 
iintIteRjff'YaUeyand other j^-isof JCeilyp.- 3 

v- / ; .£, - 


How to 

establish 

rapport 

with 

teenagers 

-By Gladys K, Mwltl 

Paul is 17 years.. He has never 
gotten on well with his father, 
who seems to have his own pci.- 
sonal problems. But since chil- 
dren natural lyidiolize their par- 
ents, Paul has always assumed 
that he is the source of his father's 
concerns, that tlie father's silence 
at home must indicate unhappi- 
ness with the son. 

Paul's father has never com- 
municated with his son. he come* 
home from work angry, and in- 
stead of- facing the issues trqu- 
■bling him, or discussing them 
with the family, he lakes out his 
frustrations on the mother or the 
young mail. Paul gels angry and 
hates himself for failing to be j 
"perfect” as his father expects. 

His natural teenage, clumsiness j 

and immaturity cause him to j 

make mistakes which irritate the j 
father. Paul longs to love his fa- 
ther. but the harder he tries, the 
more difficult it becomes. 

Pnul ’s mother is a quiet, inse- 
cure person. She too docs not 
seem lo understand her husband. 

It hurts her to see Paul suffer, but 1 

she doesn't know how to help | 
him. Paul wishes his home was 
like the homes of some of his 
friends. He longs to dress like his • 
friends, lo be accepted as one of 
them, but his parents don't seem 
to think this is normal. 

Thcotherday, his father foand 
him mending his best trousers 
because lie- has to dress for an 
uncle's wedding. At such times, 

Paul wishes -that his parents 
would, sec that his clothes are 
shabby, the worst of all his 
agemales, and outdated. It em- 
bnnasses him in public. Instead 
of the father suggesting that Paul 

huya pew pair of trousers, father 
went into his bedroom and came 
out with an old pair of his owrt i 
trousers, which >vere tpo big, the j 
cloth worn thin, and the style , 
hopelessly old fashioned for a 
teenager. "Here, you con use this. ! 

After all, It’s too small forme." 

. Paul alipost cried out in frus- 
tration, when he remembered the | 

■fashionable and affordableslwks 

displayed inthe shops downtown- ^ 

His parents had plenty of money , 
or tilings they thought were irn- 
- portent. . , 

Ramote control 

Wjiy couldn't they see how \ 
"important to him it was lo dress 

like his agemales, not m h«. ■: 

father's castoff old clothes; that . J 
he needed freedom ’to go shqp- . ;j 
pihg fof his own clothes, (o ex- : - ji 
press his own tastes flhd choicer . 1 : J 
The iastlime he Hadvisiicd shops,; ■ A 
was td fit oii schodi.-untM^:;' :;l 
three years ago, With his rpotlwC.'; . -;>1 

along jvlien he : Wa4 ' .. 

FormOne. Paul , sfe4in^^s ; l. .. 
parents aresbCortO'sed and ^ ; 
bating; 





Mltuvtsumw - 

• ' l irtrinral A'ndifIB VQUU 


top three in play writing 


kjotal of Sterling £ 1 ,400 (Sh i 26,000) 
has been act aside 8S prizes in the BBC 
World Service African Performance 
1997' playwriting competition. The 
competation aims to dijjfcovcr talented 
new African Writers and produce the 
plays on the radio for listeners in Africa 
as part of BBC’s annual season of Afri- 
can drama. 

The first prize is £ 800 (Sh 72,000) 
in cash, the seeond £ 400 and third. £ 


By* correspondent 

200. f - j . 

Over, the last three dedades African ' 
Performance has helped {launch great 
African liter ory name:! likd' write' 1 " ' 
Sqyihka, Biyi Bandele ThoriidsV OJa"' 1, 
Rote' Zakcs Mda, Ken Safo i VViw l a[- , " ; 
David Kakuta Mulwa and- Mislie 1,1,1 
Maponya. 1 , ' 1 ' 1 ' ' ; v 

The winning three bes plays will'be : 


broadcast across the African continent. 
The competition is open to any African 
Writer living outside the- United! Kiug- 
dom’ond plays can be on any theme Of 
interest lo African listeners. 

' ' 1 '’African 'P&foiyancc has been at 
tltti'fortfVbni of 'producing sonje.df the 
b&t arid ihost brigijial work by Africlui 
'W'rtteri'," said ; AkW<| Ainosu, editor of 
flBGWoVld'StrVicW’s African Weekly ' 
Prog^airimcS) '■'Wfi’ve worked -with 


some of the greatest names in African entries in. 


' one of our most successful with one bf 
the on-iocalioLi plays -wiiu’tiiig 'a.lojpr “ “ 
award Mp Ne\y (V Orfc," q ideii^Akwe -• . 

Aniosta! "Scripts Iha'vo alijt ady started j; 
coining into the office lilt we Want !‘C A|’ricairP^Vrm'itilitte6 
: people to [know that they,' re gdL’iibtil ,; - .^bioiiMvin cclebr'dtt 

• UiC liegiiining of October ;to gel ihoir v . .call drama, . ' r .'. 

!| j - 'Ha .[■.rii..lnii-vri Ir.'ii-ij.-n ;l-i 


Role of narrative 
in drama explained 


Tlie possibility of integrating nar- 
ratives into the annual national 
drama festivals was the subject 
of a recent workshop at the audi- 
torium of the British Council. 

Mr Austin Bukenya, director 
of the Creative Arts Centre at 
Kenyalta University started by 
explaining the basic concept of 
narratives. According to him, the 
narrative has four crucial ingre- 
dients: the nnrrator, ■ audience, 
story and the telling. 

A narrator m ust be capable of 
telling the story communic&bly. 
He needs confidence, eloquence; 
empathy and stage presence. 
Technical speech skills- includ- 
ing voice projection, pitch. enun - 
ciation and use of alliteration are 
indispensable. 

The relation ship with the au- 
dience must be pronounced as it 
determines the telling- style. 
Sometimes it is necessary to 
dramatise stories or impersonate 
various characters. 

Stories can be univocal (told 
by, an individual) or- polivocal 
(told by more than one person - 
and in this case narators should 
not tear a story into playlets). 

The. audience is a necessary 
ingredient and determines the 
narration style. Sometimes b 
stage audience that has rehearsed 
and, has a predetermined rela- 


By Fred Ndungu 

lionship with the nanatnr is erri- 
' mod. Not unlike the auditorium 
audience,- the stage audience 
should respond, communicate, 
challenge and even object to (he 
nnmuors rci. 

The narrators can also get 
annoyed and invite the audience 
to tell the story. This improves 
participation. 

It is unnecessary that llic nar- 
rative be a folklore, Mr Riikcnya 
said Advising people not to he 
stuck ill- the fallacy of traditions. 

Other crucial aspects of the story 
include content, characterisation, 
activities, location and lime, 
themes (social, ethic, human in- 
ter alia) structure, motivation of 
audience and suspense. 


Mr Bukenya Said a story ex- 
isted when being told. However, 
there are no short-cuts to telling 
it. Stories must be told not 
dramatised, he emphasised. Sto- 
ries caii be animated though 
through ideophones, 

characterisation of different ani- 
mals, gestures, voice inflexion 
and audience participation. 

Dr Helen Mwanzi of Nairobi 
University, who discussed the 



art of story telling, smd tlie .story 
was older than drama. Children 
were at first introduced to stories 
in lullnhics and* stories can Ik* 
told- in bodily- movement even 
without words. 

■ " A story is the way you tell it. 
Alt of us tell stories every day of 
our life. "Dr Mwtmzi said. 

The ail of storytelling in- 
volves creating interest and sus- 
pense and not merely giving facts. 
Interest in the audience should 
be created through several de- 
vices such ns conflict and imper- 
sonation. Narratives should he 
relevunt mid can be. contempo- 
rary or autobiographical. 

A narrator can even walk lo 
the audience while telling stories 
and thus hold emotions of the 
audience. Narrators ought to. 
maintain eye-contact with the 
audience. Motifs should be given 
special consideration and stories 
should have strong starts. Narra- 
tors must reconcile themselves 
with them&s- and the entertain- 
ment aspects. 

Dr Kisa Amalcslie talked 
about production and 
dramatisation andclassified nar- 
ratives as either factual or imagi- 
nary. Regarding the audience and 
performers' relationship; direc- 
tors must have, given expecta- 
tions and reaction. 
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And the drama gofs on.,, students gyrate tlieir bodies in a puM drama festival. 


telling into "dniiumisi.'d" chum I 
verses. 

Mr Wasanibo Were, 'also of 
KU, talked about ndjudicalion. 
Crucial arcus here include the 
story choice; storyline ; message; 
relevance uud use of language. 


Narrators will he nssessedfor 
credibility nnd confidence; abil- 
ity to control audience; rappbrl 
withauditoriuin/siagc audiences; 
stage presence; voice; position- 
ing and movement. Other factors 
arc empathy; eloquence, enun- 
ciation; voice projection; phras- 
ing and mood changes. 

In presentation, or telling, 
arousal and maintenance of au- 
dience interest will be assessed. 
Ollier areas include audience rc- 


s]vnsc; use of words; variation 
of speech, mood, voice; eye -con- 
tact; movement and activities; 
stray and sound sycronisutioji; 
facial expression; gesture; pace- 
of telling and liming and lunv 
we 1 1 anil until in nr nn personal ion 
is done. 1 

Ollier assessable areas are ac- 
companiments such as the back- 
up; songs and dances’ used ap- 
propriately to tell stories; cos- 
tume decor and sets. 

Other areas include festival 
achievement (assessing whether 
thc.messnge is communicated); 
novelty and creativity. 

However, spontaneous reac- 
tion is better than animated one 
he xnid and called for a balance 
between tlie stage and audito- 
rium reactions. 

Ollier aspects that ought to be 


considered iwlude decor mid 
i osimiies. ciislini'.. eye-contact, 
stage presence, eloquence, co- 
herence. enunciation, feel and 
command of language and other 
pur a linguistic routines such sh 
gestures, Ixii Lily uiovuticnls, fa- 
cial expression, voice control: 
various moods mid emotional in- 
tensity. 

Per fanners must have imagi- 
nation, novelty and a shaqi sense 
of the immediate environment as 
these add personal talent tosiory- 
lelling. Pace and liming of tell- 
ing and team discipline a'relim- 
portam. Also crucial arc coher- 
ence and control of bodily ntoVc- 
iiicnts. T, »f 

Useof song and dance oarrbe 
integrated into the iogicnlltyrof 
the story though care musti he 
taken to avoid tinning narrativt- 


Constitution made easy for the not so-legal minded 


The Citizen and the Constitution is a positive 
contribution to the civic education and. will go a 
long way increating't’an environment cpriducive. 
to informed constitutional debate” so badly needed 
in the Kenyan scenario. 

Tlie book is -a consolidation of 29 articles 
earlier published in other media and isdivided in 
three parts, 

Part One is by Prof KivuthaKibwana, a consti- 
tutional lawyer and former Dean of the Faculty of 
L*w, University of Nairobi and a .man deeply 
involved in civil society -activities- nt local, na- 
tional and regional levels. If deals with issues of 


Title: The Citizen and the Constitution 
Authors: KIvulhd Kibwana, George Kanyi 
Kimondo and James Thuo Gathii, 
Publisher: Claripress Lid.. Nairobi, 1996 . 

Reviewer: Hinga Kym'scorp wa Wartfiru. 



discusses the purpose of. |he constitution "as a 
fundamental or basic law" necessary in ensuring 
that democratic ideals are upheld andits role in.- 
safeguarding the “Social Contract" between the 
citizenry and their agents oj servants in the gov- 


lmplcmenlation of the structural adjustment 
programmes, local government and even HIV/ 
Aids. 

He lakes his argument further outlining the 
many routes of -moulding a constitution showing 
that the constitution reform doesn’t hav? to follow 
a linear progress Lon. Thb professor corrcctlypoints 
out that "the route a country takes has more do to 
da with the expectations the country hopes to 
fulfil". ' 

In the chapter Constitutional Review Through 
Parliament, Kibwana first analyses tlie foUr main 


• suited -changes which will result in'tkfew'dd 
constitutional building". 1 '“d* -■>' 

i vfirt !'jd 

Kimondo 's analysis forms n core p^R^the 
book but it is quite laborious. It is occasrojl^d,^ 
constant repetition of phrases and ideas 
ypua feeling lhalyou are reading one long^apjqg 
whereas they-are different. i w .j 

* ' ■ ; : miliaria* 

. ir • K any i '& debate i s limited in scope % hfi,qp]y 
seem s pro-occupied vy|tli tlie executive 
uidepuiiUe)iCu to ilia pivj>viit |Hu)ilw- a )l. j,f 
In analysing ilie Danish system.' a 


iST: 


■' ' ^TM«;mniiilnii j, hmuriit tom. .n Ihe en,ut- 

Part Two is a cnntribufioifbv Karivi Ki mondo, ing chapter, "Constitution - building ‘in, Keny?; like Kenya ^ep: a total overhaul iSnecossary, landdircctjon in hdriuring their demoa&cy^gHt 

Wlw Is also atectiS^Ht the Faculty of Uw and a 1960- 1962’’.; It exposes ti\e extensive-damage : pari ament, caiiiiot undertake suct| changes bd- : -ilLclaies qf ihee^pcctatirinslhe cquntiyltopoi 

ttitution and suggests some-necessary changes. forms or by wriri' He aqtilyi.es the pros and contrbr a conslitu-; ' ,vJ ; , i lTie. aut^rrs do not mention nnylhiqi5«^h 

P “ t T hree is a brief critiqite of the^amsh - v SS^cess'of Kging the (Sr\Bt)tu- tlonal commission bKspprheps jnhls hondhhg oiu.ci)llurol' l^ritagc 

vonstaluhonal framework by. Kibwana and Thuo ; of mouth, to the pieces yol cnangingi. con q . conference or convenifoti .that is : id?»d&focy.i Kany.i's constant rufeteqe^rfla 

Gathii, who-i? described as !'oneof IhemoSt; - 4 ■'rlftwRbfcirin 1 impressive. ' s " : !v , - • v - , 1 arid the punish analysis, 4»ifisf*faVWa 

promising researcher^ in-the r cOnWuilional law ”; u ! f ! - Thelawddn^ i'WeBtelil idklk^iiwould beuhwise to just t 


innro fd ate wiihth^n 1 : . . .- 


sdclal contract. 1 ' ■ ... . • ;■ v !,y. i •• • . . • 

He aqolys.es the pros and conrbFa conslitu-, '. J; , : iTlie autrars do not mention nnymi{]gl«tih0<v 
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pre^iv^:;-. I- V •. : V- :•/ :■> ■■■=-■ ' -UfA arid the polish fl,itelytis, ieeitisttf-ftVaar-to- . 
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rerences between ;a. National Conference and • . >*1# ftbfo tlie West. wdhoirtthh^ng ! 

nvention apd a Constitiitionpl .Coofeibn«K-’ r J ; . intejcpnM to our own realities. 


: of tlje world's most liberal democratic. . • * In -The r Pti|ure bf Cbnsli(ulioi)al j^efdrais v; hswPO 
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‘Talks’ in Bungoma interest 
university’s academic dean 

The Rev Eliud Wamukekhi r n i — — 

Wabuknla is the Academic Dean I T[; r T'” joined Kaimnsi Teachers Train 

at St Paul's University, Limura. |jS|H I It''. 1 /T\T TtJ I “ l * College and after his.twti 
Butthis may soon change going I -4 ^-Yf r* ■' Vi*r JCV I year course combined leuchinj 
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The Rev Eliud Wamukekhi 
Wabukola is the Academic Dean 
ot St Paul's University, Limuru. 
Butfliis may soon change going 
by what lie says are "talks" in 
Bungoma. . ■ 

“My maternal grandfather, 
the late Hszekiah Masete, was at 
tltts forefront os the Anglican 
Church (CPK) started taking root 
in Bungoma district and even 
donated land for construction of 
the present CPK church at 
Malakisi where he remained an 
evattgelist for several years,” he 
told me. 

“With thecreation of thenew 
diocese of Btuigoma, ciders from 
the district have been sending 
delegations to urge mb lo ven- 
ture becoming the first bishop 
and this will mean abandoning 
teaching and even putting in 
abeyance my pious to pursue a 
doctor oFphilosopliydcgrfteover- 
seas," the academic dean says in 
reference to the "ralks" in 
Bimgotna: 

On his part -he says he will 


leave everything to Providence, 
for "God knows well what is fit 
for me." 

.Wabuknla has special affec- 
tion for his mother, Rode 
Nnsipwondi. Ht; m tributes his 
becoming a committed Christian 
and being ordained a minister of 
the Church of Christ to her. This 
influence and inspiration must 
have started when her father was 
ulive. — 

The CPK priest has been the 
academic dean n I -St Paul's since 
1995. He tenches the Old Testa- 
ment and -Llieolngy. Before be- 
coming den n. he had been a chnp- 
Inin for a year. 

Born on June 26, 195! to- 


Establishing 
a rapport 
with teens 


By SethMusisi 

Samson' Waniiikcklic and 
Nnsipwondi at Namweni village 
ill Malakisi, Bungoma. 
Wnbukala received his curly edu- 
cation at Butonge and Kolanya 
high schools respectively. 

After his "O" levels in 1969, 
Wabuknla joined the civil ser- 
vice. Butlie never abandoned his 
love for the Word of God. 

While in the service in Niikum 
where he wns based, he partici- 
pated in choir singing ns well ns 
leaching youth groups and Sun- 
day school. 

"I came to realize iluit mine 
was not to serve the government 
but the Lord by working the 
people." he recalls. In 1972 lie 


iMisSMs is 


joined KHimosi Teachers Train- 
ing College and after his. lwt>- 
year course combined leaching 
mid the church ministry as nn 
evangelist, a similar responsibil- 
ity held by his grandpa in colo- 
nial days. 

Ten yenrs Inter. Wnbukala 
joined St Paul’s for a four-year 
degree programme. He was or- 
duined ns n priest in 1987 and 
appointed the principal of St 
Phillip's Bible College, Mnscno. 

He was in Mnscno for two 
years and thereafter proceeded 
lo the University of Toronto, 
Canada, for n master’s degree. 
He grndauted in 1994 and went 
back to St Paul’s as a lecturer. 

What docs the futher of three 
daughters and three sons think 
about those who argue that the 
church in Kenya lacks the will to 
fully implement the ideals ofde- 
inocracy mid strengthen its own 
programmes? 

"The church by its nature does 
not depend on ihepolilicnl good- 
will but on Christ," he said. “The 
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The Rev Eliud Wabukala of S| Paul's University wilh a 
colleague. ■ • ‘ 


basic thing it should do is lo be 
clcur about its Christian agenda 
~ how it perceives Christ jn 
mini ion toils context or society." 

He is happy with political plu- * 
ralism because people, politicians 
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ships are not built through text 
book learning lectures, or sojne 
'‘remote control manoeuvring but 
by actual presence and deliber- 
ate interest. 

Indeed,- it has been said that 
young people spell the word 
“LOVE'' as T-I-M-E. They do 
noj perceive oaring except if 
someone is willing to sit and talk 
about all tilings and when things 
to talk about run out, then talk 
about nothing in particular With 
them. 

They interpret this kind of 
coring as valuing them as o. per- 
son. They feel cherished and 
•loved. They then believe the t tfiey 
srespccial. Therefore, step num- 
ber one is Relationship. 

When adults keep handling 
ouirulesand regulations to youth 


This is because young people 
in Africa arc thrcatcncd.lnKeiiyp 
alone, more than half of the popu- 
lation arc youth and Africa is a 
changing continent. The youth 
find themselves caught between 
two worlds - on die one hand, the 
“drum' beat" of die village that 
still lives mostly in (he minds of 
their parents, and the "boom, 
boom" of contemporary music 
(hat is just described as "Loud 
noise" by olden folk-. 

Every adult that seeks to work 
with or just to undersold youth 
must therefore remember the fol- 
lowing facts: a new youth cul- 
ture is emerging in Africa. In die 
past, the authority of the parents 
and elderly people held society 
together. 

However, this control is now 
shifting to the youth peer group 
because communication wilh the 
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Mischievous and full of lift... understanding teenagers goes a long way In shaping a 
better future for not dnly them but parents and society at large. 


minenf disaster. 

Are our youth prepared to 
take over from us? Mnny parents 
today invest a lot jn building h 
fill urc for their children who will 
.inherit that future. 

Family Instability 


Four institutions have a last- 
ing influence on lly youth. The 
first mid most important is the 


‘ in the society and each of us is 
again accountable. Each adult can 
be a teacher and model for some 
young personas). If.you arc de, 
terinined to be such a person, 
bear in mind the following. . 

I. Young people need self-ac-. 
ceptance. They struggle a lot 
with three major questions: who 
flin I? What am doing in this 
world? Whore am going? As the 
youth struggles with identity 


and church leaders included, now 
talk without looking across their 
shoulders id see who could be 
■ listening. 

But lie is concerned aboui 
conflicting personal and broader 
interests among polil icians. "My 
feeling ix ilia t our politicians need 
lo he tolerant and also put the 
interests of others into consider- 
ation. especially those of our 
country. ThaL is the challenge 
which Christians always talk of. 
self-sacrifice.” he says. 

Wahukala suggests Ihui the 
country, now more than any other 
lime, needs an alternative agenda 
to bring people together and ap- 
peals to the church lo he a pio- 
neer in this area ns it did in (lie 
past. 

What does he think of the 
church growth in Africn vis-a- 
vis the decline in the West? 
"There is definitely a Christian 
shift from the West to sub-Sa- 
haran Africa in lernisoTnimibcrs 
of the faithful and prolificalion 
of churches," he says., 

"This is probably so because 
there appears lo be nil affinity in 
die African religious context that 
makes it easier for Christianity 
lo be assimilated." the Rev 
Wabuknla adds. 


■i = — - ..f jul.hu hie wuuuf wnwe am going/ Asttic 

withoutthis important factor, all because communication with the hr« mid most important is the youth struggles with identity 

they get back is rebellion. How- ' parents and elders is juslnotlhere family (to instill values that help questions, the feedback lie gets 

ever, even where there- has been ,n many cases. When young the child build a sense of iden- ' from those closest to him espe- 

rebclhon, if relnlionshipis intro- Poopk* experience this vacuum, . %). the Church (to make con- daily his parents, stronelv inAii- 


ever, even where there- has been 
rebellion, ifrelalionshipis intro- 
duced, there is repentance and 
reconciliation. 

My husband Gcrshon and 1 
arc the parents of four youth, mid 
are friends of 'many more. My 
husband has devised a formula 
that slimratirizcs this concept. He 
says that / 

R+R-RsR+R 

,(Rm °s + Regulaiions- 

. However, unolher formula 
can also apply; . : • r 

■■ . R+R+R^R+R • • 


they look lo their friends for af- 
firmation and guidance. How can 
we regain this lost source of au- 
thority that holds societies to- 
gether? Can we. go back lo the 
“good old days"? No! 

The present youth will be run- 
ning our nation, schools, busi- 
1 nesses, raid our churches; in 2Q 
■yedrs time. How arc the adults 
preparing them for future leaded 
8 fop? What kind of charnel crarp 
we moulding .out of them? fo- 
dccd.whal inheritance are we 
passing on uj jlicm? 

'The success ci'r each li-mlor 


lily), the Church (to make con- 
crete die values learned at home 
and also provide a caring com- 
munity). mass media (which pro- 
vides nn nurnclivc alternative 
against which the values so for 
Icnpil. can be measured) and the 
government (Hint provides aca- 
demic and professional training). 
All these institutions are oper- 
ated by adults, who are account- 
able at the end of the day. for the 
direction these youth lake. 

,. Changes in family, morality 


cinlly his parents, strongly influ- 
ences whnl he thinks of himself. 
If there is rejection, he develops 
a poor self image and lacks a 
sense of direction in life. 

2. Young people heed to realise 
that they ore unique.. God- made 
us all different from one another- 
However, He does not compare 
ns with cacliothcr nor is His love 
diffocent for one person than an- 
other. However, asyoung people 
pass through the period of gdo-- 
lesceiux*. their sense of identity. 


different strengths different abili- makes it easier for Christianity 

ties, different fingerprints; ' the lo be assimilated." the Rev 
list goes on niid on. Whnl God Wnbukala adds. 

. Hc “^ s ' h4,whUea ^: 

they da helps them lo blossom ill "“!* “ b ” “ s “ y - ■' 
the areas of uniqueness. Parent, c "^ ,n * ln , os ° f IU "® lem 

should therefore resist comnari'- ,llrBl P™ 1 

sons 1 towards a fully contextualized 

3. Young pcopleiiaturally like tu lllc ° logy ' , . . . - r _ 

make friends. They are outgo- „ Wabukala wliosejnfo 

ing. This is a natural, spomane- Ka ™ Nakhum.cha, is a housc- 
ous reaction of any youth' and ^ long umeClirumau- 

should be encouraged, not sup- '*y«n Africa did not seem to have 

pressed. Adolescence is a period answcrs lo ils 
when they are learning more and 8 «med to postpone and this is so 

more to grow out 0 f parental bccausC Chri3kia n s them3C ! ves ' 
external control into more inter- not , 10 ori 

: nnl self control. After ail the theological stand. . ; 

responsihililiekof adulthood dc- W«l strikes hip) mosling- 

maud Uiat they know what to do mg a Christian is thelife of Chnst. 

when to do it. and how.' . ' ’ . as reflected in his suffering an, 

. A restricted youth will beseeri • the ^foss; that selEgivjirtg; Jorti-/ . 
as a more rebellious child by hjs simpHcly of life and the Wot thM ■; 

parents. Similarly: a youth wlio • dc&lh is ^hyerieiicc-tif Wk ■ 
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direct ion these youth ;lake. .. pass through the period of jdo- pnrerits. Similarly; a youth who - dea,| l is We^encc-tjf Wh 

, Clinnges in .family, morality lescenct?. their sense of identity, is. given more freedom than he . V lict $ a,! . are d «f ,ncd ■ 

and economy effect youth the . is shake n bcd.-auxe of differences, can handle wjll fcelfejectcd and -. beings needing .£<■ 

most. Tliis means that family ih- ^ccinllywlicnadi^ j ; 

stability, immorality arid a shift- i oul ' 1 0 '^Pyaulh develop a so lid, Extract'd fr^mfienya churcji leader, liOwby^.lf^:,; 
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Mischievous boy 
activates alarm 
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Tamuni Primary School was five 
kilometres from Pomoni Shop- 
ping Centre where Pomoni' Po- 
lice Station was situated. Kimnni 
was a Standard Six pupil at 
Tamnni. 

Pomoni district was famous 
for insecurity. There were many 
instances of thievos breaking into 
people’s houses and stealing 
property, at times violently. Even 
schools and churches were in- 
vaded and property worth mil- 
lions of shillings stolen. 

Because of this insecurity -the 
inhabitants had been advised to 
instill alarms which were con- 
nected from the homes or institu- 
tions to (he police station. 

Tamani Primary School had 
installed an alarm. The alarm 
could be -activated from the 
headmaster’s office, the 
staffroom and the watchman's 
house. Only teachers, the head- 
master and the watchman were 
allowed to activate -it 

Kimani knew about this se- 
curity alarm and how it worked. 

One day he decided to find 
out what would happen if .the 
alarm wns pressed, he sneaked 
into the watchman's house dur- 
ing lunch hour and pressed the 
alarm. He rushed back to the 
football field and joined other 
boys. 

Ten minutes later the sound 
of siren was heard as three police 
cars nished to the school. They 
stopped at die gate and seven 
policemen came nut holding big 
guns ready to shoot. 

Everybody in the school was 
surprised and both thcf}upils and 
teachers stared at the armed po- 
licemen, wondering what the 
mallcrwas.Thehcndmaslercninc 
out of his office and went to the 
policemen. 

“Where are the thieves 
Mwalimu?’" one of the police- 
men asked when he recognised 
the headmaster." 

“Which thieves?" the head- 
master replied surprised. 

"The alarm system lias Bent & 
signal to the police station indi- 
ting tluit the school is under 
attack. You mean no .attack lias 
taken place?" the policeman 
asked. 

"No attack- bag taken place 
and nobody activated tha alarm 
system. I’m very sure of that," 
the headmaster said confidently." 

“This is strange very strange. 
We are going to find out if there 
is something wrong with the 
alarm system. There could be a 
mixup as you have said," the. 

policemen said. 

Kimani was laughing silently 
«s he watched the police curs 
disupjxmr in t lied is tuna- 

Nobody suspected whut hud 
happened and soon life in the 
school returned to normal. But 
Kimmu’s quest for adventure and 
mischief had been aroused and 
. before long he knew he. would 
activate the alarm once again. 

Three weeks Utter he' got the 
cliimcb. He Was sent by aleaclter- 
lo gut a book in the sttiffrpotri. He 
found.ihat there vynfc nobody in 
rite staffroom. He tcidk the book 
add before leaving he [pressed 


By David Karanla 

the alnrni and lo the classroom 

Like lx? fore, the police rushed 
to the school. And like before 
they Imd their guns at the rvndv. 
But unlike I w fore tjicy shouted M 
the headmaster and t hreulened to 
arrest him if a false alann was 
going lo be sounded in his school 
again. 

When the policemen left the 
headmaster was furious. The 
watchman was sacked on suspi- 
cion that lie had activated the 
alann hiuI the teachers were 
warned never lo act ivute it with- 
out the headmaster's autlwritv. 

Four weeks later, thieves at- 
tacked the school. They came 
during the day and. the school's 
accountant lo surrender all the 
money in his office. 

The watchman activated the 
alarmbefore they had entered the 
accountant's office. The thieves 
looted many things and put them 
in a car. 


This time the policemen 
didn’t come to the school. How- 
ever. the headmaster went to the 
police-station to report the rob- 
bery. 

“We received the signal 
Mwalimu: but we couldn't come 
ns we thought it was yet another 
false alarm," the policemen told 
him. 

The headmaster went back to 
school a dejected man. Little did 
lie know that were it not for 
Kimani’s mischief, the robbery 
would have been stopped by the 
police. 

Crossword solution 

Across.’ I . Virtue, 3. Met. 4. Fa, 
5. Rein. 6. Bay, 8. Thau. 9. Hcnr, 
12. Team. 14. Laos. 16. Pel, 17. 
INRI. 18. La. 1 9. .Spa, 20. Van- 
ity. 

Dawn: 1. Variable. 2. Tense, 3. 
Mayhem. 4. Ful. 7. Insanity. 9. 
Hoopla, 10. At, 11. RE. 13. Alien. 
15. Sea. 
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Across. 

1 . Integrity of character 

3. Encountered 

4 . 'Tone F in the fixed “do” sys- 
tem. 

5. A restraining influence. 

6. To utter in deep prolonged 
tones 

8. A comparative preposition 

9. Sense with the ears 

12. A number of persons work- 
ing together 

14. A past kingdom in Indochina 
16.. An animal kept for pleasure 
17. The abbrevlationrfpr "Jesus 
King of Jews".' 

ig. The tone A as in ’’4" above. , 

19. A mineral spring resorted to 

for cures. • , ■ 

20. Exaggerated self-love. 


■ Down • ' ' i.-JV? ' 

1 1 .Something subject tacjiniige 

2. Stretched light; . ' 
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Just where are the 
‘mighty’ men of God? 


« : 
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From Page W 

children are hrululiscil in school 
as you took.? Where is your 
power when police Ival mid ha- 
rass women and children? Have 
we nnt been given power 10 bind 
and loosen? 

But when do we loosen or 
hind? After witnessing carnage 
on roads and mourning ihe vic- 
tims? 

Do we want Christ tu die again 
so tha! mote power will be given 
lo us? Have you asked yourself 
what happens aficr service or 
crusade when you leave the meet- 
ing full of "power” but nfter two 
or so steps you cannot use it? 

Christ took charge every- 
where He went. Nobody failed to 
notice Him because He spoke 
withpower and authority. Where 
is your own power. 

We mnsl have control nf our 
lives so that it maybe invested in 
value and purpose. Bui where 
are the inch, the mighty men of 
God. when women have been 
turned to battle field? If oiir abil- 
ity or power is impaired or dras- 
tically restricted then we are de- 
humanized. 

Why in die first place are we 
dehuminizing women and chil- 
dren in families, wars that arc 
both physical nnd economic?. 
Surely are wc not . denying. Our 
Godliness. 2 Peter i ;3 says that 
we are given divine power in fall 
that it pertains to Godliness arid 
lifo, through knowledge of him 
in liLs glory mid godliness^ • : ; 

Yes where are men, the 
mighty people of . Qod-iwhan 
women are brutalised antt odr,. 
economy is Looted?- \ , . „ ; 

' Wc have lo realise that frowcf; 

' com?* from the creator 1 Grip., 

: Human beiiigfl sharo tliat power; 
•, hecntisetUoy havcdojninwnpV^r 
.! a}| the cnrlh. 1 ;. ■ u - 

: (njlie jtiijgdpri Rf padkjjmie 1 
iyflcnv'eti.anl as God told Moses. 1 
folcli pl|iintob'Aint Isr^cltt^s lijiycl 


■ !j- fieedlesg wilful dfamage- r 

;'4;Well fed- ,r- : t't • . " ! v!-,: 

; 7 /TTie ''state bfl-havirig : )0. : Evdn ^ p 

1 . ■ _ r .> j!-;- 
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But Moses s.inl lli:ii iu»i even 
■1 liuctf wciiiM he left because 
these were the tilings the Israel- 
ites would if.i 1 in serve God. 

Power is supposed lo Ire used lo 
empower others to participate in 
human and Godly service. 

Wc proclaim in bq Christ inns 
but we deny Godliness thereon. 

When wc serve others we serve 
God. This power guarantees oth- 
ers’ development. 

Power is greatest when ii 
makes weakness strong ( 1 Cor. 

2:27 j. Thus when we empower 
the weaker members of the soci- 
ety. we act Godly because God 
hns empowered 11 4 despite our 
weakness. 

The oilier issue wc should 
look into is that of justice, law 
and order. Justice req ui res that 
power renders each person his or 
her dues. Law in the society ex - 
isls locnsurc justice restricts con- 
flict and creates channels of co- 
operaiion- 

Chriatians sltould only sup- 
port the law us langaait is in line 
with the law; or God. 

So when ihe bishops call for 
the review dr the constitution, 
are they nnl within God! slight to 
ask the' same? When the Public 
Order Act and other repressive 
acts arc obeyed by Christians in 
whose interest i* thut? 

Cliristaiix should hove 'the 
moral authority to be dictated by . 

'. iheirjcansclerice- 1 because they 
' hiwo a higher power than stale to . 

. obey. 

Any penion's sin is flQi ju<i 
liis.or her private affair; each one 
is implies led.TluuwhciiMr Paul 
: ■' Mui ic (MP) is pin ill Cell because 
, of visiting ypulli in Nunyuki rind 
w« do jipt-t.ilk qc tict. xve tiectipl 
. (liis prdqr. We ciinnot just prey . 

: jpr ireacc.pr justice, bill wc have ... 

, (pihav*! it connriitment ip pycr- 
•j titrow ^i^i.ivih. . 

" , . All tlic stritc.htres qf.parliH- 

■ inv*nt,iudiCJ^. cly il soryicc end 
.even thechljircli |tsc U'htfvciobc • 

•i: * ^lfludriqfd tbd dic^df.oUi \r . 

i. Cbrisitan-iporals rireLelllles' , ■ 1 . ;. t 



